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Balladur: ‘No Complacency’ Vis-a-Vis Mescow 
BR0202080495 Paris LE FIGARO in French | Feb 95 p 3 


{Report by Pierre Bocev: “Chechnya Conflict: An Obstacle 
to Russian Membership in European Counci!—Balladur: 
‘No Complacency’ Vis-a-Vis Moscow”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Strasbourg—{ Passage omitted] 
If the members of the Council of Europe expected the 
prime minister to express a visionary idea of Europe, they 
must have been disappointed. 


He told them once again about his “circle” theory hinted at 
last August and refined since, but nothing more. The 
current European Union as a common “base” for all 
members; a smaller circle for those who want to “forge 
ahead” faster, among other things in the monetary or 
military field; and a large “space for democracy in Europe” 
open to nonmembers of the Brussels institutions. 


Which logically led Edouard Balladur to stating his posi- 
tion on Russia and the conflict in Chechnya; this made 
perfect sense since the matter is also on the European 
Council's agenda as a result of Moscow's application for 
membership. 


‘Difficult Situation’ 


Here too, the byword is caution. To be sure, Russia “has 
been in a difficult situation” and “we understand that it 
should want to preserve its territorial integrity.” 


However, “the violence of the fighting and destruction, the 
high number of casualties and the suffering of civilian 
populations are all extremely worrying.” 


Thus Edouard Balladur suggests that the European Counci! 
should demonstrate “no complacency.” But should Russia 
“clearly show it 1s determined to make amends” and put 
forward, “to this end, a schedule for action,” then it would 
be enough for western foreign ministries to forget about 
what they evidently cannot wait to file into the “unfortunate 
but momentary mishaps” drawer. 


“Let us wish for Russia to quickly be able to find its place 
within the European Council,” the prime minister con- 
cludes. And in a departure from his prewritten address: 
“But let us also hope that it will do what needs doing for 
this to happen.” [passage omitted] 


Court Hears EU Complaint on Greek F. ROM 
Embargo 
AU0102121995 Paris AFP in English 1155 GMT 1 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Luxembourg, Feb | (AFP)}— 
Greece appeared before the European Court of Justice 
Wednesday to face charges that its year-old trade embargo 
of Macedonia [The Former Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia—F Y ROM] violates European Union treaties. 


The court met Wednesday [1 February] behind closed 
doors to hear from the European Commission, which 
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brought the case against Athens, and the Greek govern- 
ment. A verdict 1s not expected for several months 


The commission says the embargo imposed by Greece on 
Macedonia in a bid to force the former Yugoslav republic 
to change its name violated the Rome and Maastricht 
treaties creating the single European market by blocking 
EU trade with Skopje. 


In June the court rejected a commission request for an 
injunction that would have forced Greece to reopen its 
port at Salonika to shipments to and from Macedonia 


On February 16 1994, the Socialist government of Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou decreed the embargo as a 
new economic weapon in :ts political and semantic quarrel 
with the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
(FYROM), the name under which other EU members 
recognise the country. 


Greece imposed the blockade after Macedonia refused to 
drop its name and change its flag and constitution, which 
the Greeks regard as implying a claim to the northern 
Greek province also called Macedonia 


Papandreou said recently that the blockade “still has its 
uses” and warned the Macedonian leadership against 
building up its hopes that the court would find against 
Greece. 


Athens 1s isolated in the international community over the 
issue, but Greek officials have put on a show of confidence 
about the court verdict, expected in May, saying a judg- 
ment against Greece would be a “serious precedent.” 


“We are full of fighting optimism, based on the facts and 
not attitudes cf m:ad."" Greek European Affairs Minister 
Gnorgios Mangakis said recently. 


Mangakis said he was convinced the court could not 
pronounce on a matter relating to the national sovereignty 
of an EU member state. 


The European Commission began legal proceedings last 
April, seeking a ruling on the basis of article 225 of the EU 
treaty whereby if a member state takes measures perceived 
by the commission to infringe trade competition regulations 
it can bring the matter to the Luxembourg court 


In mounting the blockade. Greece cited Article 224 of the 
treaty allowing a member state to take measures to deal 
with serious internal unrest affecting public order, and in 
cases of war or serious international tension constituting a 
threat of war. 


When he took office in October 1993, Papandreou broke 
off negotiations at the United Nations to try to find a 
compromise over Macedonia’s name 


In an interview at the time in the newspaper TA NEA. he said 
Greece wanted good relations with its northern neighbour. 


“But in place of it being me who dances to Gligorov’s tune, 
Gligorov will have to dance to mine.” he sand, referring to 
President Kiro Gligorov, the former communist leader 
elected president of Macedonia in January 1991 
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Commentary Faults Republican Stand on UN 
Payments 

AUO1I02152895 Vienna KURIER in German 1 Feb 9S p 
5 

{Commentary by Otto Klambauer: “Gingrich, Clinton, 
and the UN’s Shortfall of Billions”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The clock 1s ucking away. Newt 
Gingrich’s Republicans want to realize thew reform 
plans in the U.S. Congress during ther first 100 days 
The “Contract With America” states that in black and 
white. 


U.S. President Clinton has to pay tribute. However. 
Clinton does have a weapon at his disposal: Gingrich has 
committed himself to his “!00 day” schedule, which 
means that anyone can see when he is behind schedule 


Gingrich is already behind schedule. That might please 
Clinton were 1; not for the fact that 1 has an unpleasant 
side-effect: The more Gingrich 1s behind schedule. the 
more likely it wil! be that he wil! seize on rssues that he 
can act upon quickly 


Foreign policy 1s one such issue—especially the United 
States position on the United Nations It 1s easy for the 
Republicans to condemn the | nited Nations as a useless 
debating club in order to reduce | S. payments It mean: 
that money can be saved quickly in the short term. In the 
long term, however, the Republicans are forcing US 
foreign policy into a corner’ LN troops are currently 
deployed in more crisis regions than ever before. The 
UN has already run out of money to fund these opera- 
tions. It ended 1994 with a deficit of 27 billion schill- 
ings—the largest debtors were the United States (76 
billion schillings) and Russia (6 2 billion schillines) I 
the United States cuts down on its contributions. then 
the United Nations wil! go bust 


What has Clinton's response been like? He has beer 
seeking to save himself with a practice that he adopted in 
his State of the Union Address: He takes up Republican 
ideas and sells them, combined with the remains of 
earlier ideas, as his own policies. Clinton 1s conducting 
foreign policy in the way in which he won the presiden- 
tial elections: on a day to day basis. Many have com- 
mented on Clinton's course im the same way as the 
Paris-based newspaper LE FIGAR® 


One thing that the world. with its trouble-spots such as 
Bosnia and Chechnya, has certainly been lacking 1s that 
U.S. foreign policy should be paralyzed and the United 
Nations should be totally unable to act ir a roundabout 
way as a result of the U.S. budget 


Vranitzky Denies ‘Crisis’ in Coalition 


AUOI02133395 Vienna OR® Television Network in 
German 2100 GMT 31 Jan 9S 


[Interview with Chancellor Franz Vranitzky by Robert 
Hochner in Vienna studio—iecorded] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] [Hochner] The federal budget 
has to be completed next week. If the wishes of all! the 
munisters are taken into account, this will result in a loo) 
to 170 bilhon schilling deficu. The leadership of the 
Social Democratic Party of Austria’s [SPOe}] met in 
camera this evening. In an interview, which was 
recorded before this cast out of consideration for the 
chancellor's agenda, | asked Chanceilor Vranitzky 
whether the crisis in the coalition was an issue discussed 
during that meeting. 


[Vranitzky] The coalition crisis was not among the 
topics, since, despite all he problems we are currently 
facing we are not in a crisis. For us, the stabilization 
program that we have resolved to carry out continues to 
be valid, and the SPOe leadership clearly confirmed that 
today. 


[Hochner] You say there 1s no crisis. Your coalition 
pariner, Vice Chancellor Busek, says that the govern 
ment has a 50-percent chance of surviving as far as the 
budget 1s concerned. It seems that the views on whether 
there 1s a crises differ widely between the SPOe and the 
Austrian People’s Party [(OeVP] 


[Vranitzky] That may be, but I am not interested in 
taking bets, or trving to win the yackpot with a SO-percent 
chance. The Federal Government ts now in the tinal 
rour.d of talks; 11s right that the negotiating partners are 
extremely reserved and are adamantly defending thei 
positions. Phat ss understandable in a tough government 
poker game, but it 1s important now that the social 
pariners, the Public Services Trade Union. the tarmers 
and the representatives of the individual provinces take 
clear action to put into practice what they have all 
resolved to do—namely maintain stability in Austria 


|Hochner] Let me take up your imagery. Looking at the 
wage negotiations of public service emplovees and the 
way the trade umions more of less forced vou to breach 
your election promises by introducing the solidarity tax 
and looking at the negotiations with the teachers \es- 
terday, one gets the impression that the trade unrons 
either have the betier hand in that poker game or they 
ire better plavers 


[Vranitzky] You can always hold different: op:nions 
about vanous hands, because the cards are dealt out 
concealed and you, therefore, do not know what hands 
the individual players have. But I do not want to use 
f.guraiive language too much. What this 1s all abo it 1 
that the common understanding for problems con- 
cerning the republic—at the moment it 1s a stabilization 
package—has given the country a lot of calm, stabrlity, 
and development potential over the vears. And tt seems 
that for various reasons it 1s much more difficult now to 
concentrate interests and get them together. Everyone ts 
Sticking (0 their positions. The Federal Governmeni 1s a 
partner in negotiations. In the papers | sometimes read 
about ‘the coalition, meaning that all the Social Demo- 
crats and members of the OeVP are the coalition. Taat is 
wrong. The Federal Giovernment 1s the coalition. The 
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SPOe trade unions are not the coalition, nor are the 
OeVP trade unions or the farmers’ representatives. We 
have io understand that. And now we are facing these 
partners in negotiations. And they say: O.k. we want io 
save, save. But they want to save in the areas that 
concern the other partners. And that ts exactly what the 
current situation is like. Let me say one thing: There is 
no point in losing one’s head, but we must admonish 
them, telling them that they are all in favor of the 
stability course, of a stable. socially secure, development- 
ortented Austria, a hard schilling. And we must ask them 
to contribute then share. That is the dictate of the 
moment 


{Hochner] Finance Minister Lacina has supported that 
dictate of the moment with a veiled threat to resign, if 
the budget deficit should exceed 100 billion schillings. 
Do you think that the finance minister will still be called 
Lacina after the completion of the budget, or will you 
look for a finance minister who accepts a higher budget 
deficit, if necessary? 


[Vranitzky] | am sure that the finance minister will be 
called Lacina, and | am also sure that he wil! present a 
budget that he can live with. That is what I would like to 
see, both with regard to the person and the matter. 


{Hochner] The critical commentaries in tomorrow's 
papers come to the conclusion that the government ts no 
longer capable of acting. that two months after consti- 
tuting itself it seems paralyzed 


{Vranitzky} Paralyzed 1s a medical term, | am not an 
expert in that field. But what 1s true is that our negotia- 
tions are aiming at joint solutions with all the social 
partners, the provinces and the local authonties. Only 
jomnt solutions will survive. If no such joint solutions can 
be found, the Federal Government will not be paralyzed. 
It will present a draft law in the Austrian parliament, the 
Nationalrat. There might be some fields where agree- 
ments are achieved outside parliament, and some agree- 
ments that must be found by the parliament. The Federal 
Government 1s not going to doubt its own course now 
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just because there are people who say: Yes, we are in 
favor of saving, but let the others make a start. I can 
understand that media reporting is very turbulent at the 
moment, but the federal chancellor has to remain stable 
and pursue his aim. And let me tell you another thing, 
because this 1s also an important aspect of politics: 
Journalists, commentators. and other people frequently 
say: If this fails, if that does not work, the government 
will have to resign. 


{Hochner] But it was not a journalist who spoke of it 
resigning today, it was your vice chancellor, who said 
there 1s a 50-percent chance that the federal president 
will have to be called in 


{Vranitzky] I said journalists and other people. | am not 
accusing any journalists of being biased. But many 
people say: Then we will have a minority government, or 
fresh elections, or then comes Haider [Chairman of 
Freedom Movement]. Many people want Harder. But 
the majority of people who do not want Haider. And this 
means we have to stick together, not yust saying we do 
not want him, but preventing him by joint action. 


{Hochner] One last question, Mr. Chancellor: The OeVP 
has a—not very nice—tradition of demolishing the party 
chairman in times of crises. Vice Chancellor Busek has 
long stories (o tell about that. There are rumors from 
within your party that there 1s a member of the Federal 
Government, Transport Minister Klima, who 1s pre- 
paring to take your office, as yournalrsts would put it. Are 
you tired of your office in any way, or do you want to 
stick out the next four years’ 


[Vranitzky] | am not tired of my office. nor do I see or 
hear any norses of someone trying to bring me down. For 
me, it 1s quite simple: I was elected chairman with 97 
percent of the votes by the SPOe party conference. There 
will be another party conference this vear. If the party 
wants to elect someone else, it will do it. If not, it wall 
support me again. If | were to get excited or nervous 
about that now, this would be very bad for the work that 
lies ahead of me 
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Belgium 


UK's Rifkind Opposes EU Commission's Defense 
Policy 

BRO102153195 Groot-Biigaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 1 Feb 95 p § 


[Unattributed article: “British Munister Rifkind 
Opposing EU Defense] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—British Defense Min- 
ister Malcolm Rifkind rejects the idea of a European 
defense policy controlled by the European Commission 


In a speech to the Royal [nstitute for International 
Relations in Brussels on Monday {30 January] night, he 
said he prefers joint government actions through the 
Western European Union (WEL) 


“Defetise and security actions must be intergovernment 
actions, based on cooperation between nations, rather 
than being dictated by supranational organizations,” he 
stated. The European defense issue, which was hardly 
mentioned in the Maastricht Treaty, will be the topic of 
the 1996 Intergovernmental Conference on the reorga- 
nization of the EU's [European Union] institutions 


Rifkind stated he favors a further development of the 
WEL, “an organization which can be used as the Euro- 
pean Union's armed body.” 


As far as Bosnia 1s concerned, alarmed by the prospect of 
the U.S. Congress lifting the arms embargo against 
Bosnia, Rifkind called for annual weekly meetings 
between European and US. legislators. “If the embargo 
is lifted unilaterally, the Blue Helmets will leave.” he 
said. 


CVP Reaction Cool to SP Proposal for Next 
Coalition 


BR31I0O11S1S9S Groot-Byeaarden DE STANDAARD in 
Dutch 31 Jan 9S pl 


[Report by Pol Van Den Driessche: “CVP Reacting 
Coolly to Tobback’s Proposal”} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] 8russels—The CVP [Chris- 
tian People’s Party] 1s going to the next elections without 
any ties or agreements. “We refuse to take part in any 
pre-marriage savings scheme, or to make commitments 
for the next government coalition.” Chairman Johan 
Van Hecke stated. This statement made it clear that he 
would not respond to his SP [Socialist Party} colleague 
Louts Tobback’s “declaration of love.” The Christian 
Democrats are going to the elections not only with 
Federal Prime Minister Jean-Luc Dehaene as a heavy- 
weight, but also with Flemish Prime Minister Luc Van 
den Brande. 
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At his congress last Sunday [29 January], the SP leader 
had repeated that he wants to go on governing with the 
CVP under the direction of Jean- Luc Dehaene after the 
elections. When sounded about his reaction, Van Hecke 
stated that “it takes two to start a love affair.” 


“For us, the most important thing 1s who will pull the 
locomotive then. It must remain the CVP. As to who 
wants to hitch a carriage to it later on ts less rmportant,” 
Van Hecke said unperturbed. He 1s “not euphoric” 
about a tripartite government as suggested by VLD 
{Flemish Liberal Democrats] Chairman Guy Verhots- 
tadt. The CVP chairman believes it 1s better to go on 
with four parties, if feasible. 


He did not rule out the possibility of the federal go. ern- 
ment having a different composition than the Flemish 
cabinet, although he prefers to have the same partners at 
both levels. Van Hecke also emphasized that the ( VP 
holds on to Luc Van den Brande as Flemish Prime 
Minister. 


The CVP chairman admitted that Dehaene would prefer 
to head the parhament Irst in his own constituency. “ The 
party executive would rather have him as a front runner 
for the Senate, so that all Flemings can vote for him. The 
prime minister 1s still keeping his answer under consid- 
eration.” [passage omitted] 


VLD President Objects to Three-Party Coalition 


BROI02184698 Groot Bueaarden DI STANDAARD in 
Dutch 1 Feb 9S p 3 


{Article signed “PVDD™: “Verhofstadt 
Cabinet Is Worst Formula”) 


[F 31S Translated Text] Brussels—VLD [Flemish Lrberal 
Democrats] Chairman Guy Verhofstadt 1s by no means 
an advocate of a three-party cabinet, his spokesman Cru 
Vonhengel emphasized to DE STANDAARD vesterday 
even.ng. The VLD leader thus refuted certain interpre- 
tations of some recent statements. The first trme Verho- 
istadt elaborated on the issue was during a debate in 
Louvain organized by the Liberal Flemish Student Asso- 
ciation 


Three-Party 


“We continue to regard a three-part, cabinet as being the 
worst possible formula for the next government. Cur 
past experiences with a cabinet made up of the three 
traditional political parties were definitely not good. It rs 
already hard te leave one’s mark on the policy with two 
big families, with three it is almost impossible. In the 
latter case, one of the three partners often makes a fool of 
himself.” Vanhengel added. 


Only in case no other formula 1s mathematically possible 
would the VLD be willing to discuss a three-party 
cabinet. In fact, 1t would be a six-party cabinet since the 
three major political families have been split up in 
independent Flemish and French- speaking parties with 
different programs for quite some time 
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Hurd Insists Case Against Lockerbie Suspects 
Stands 


LDO102171198 Londua PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1650 GMT 1 Feb 95 


[By Peter Mulligan, Parliamentary Staff, PA News] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The case against two Libyan 
suspects charged with the Lockerbie bombing still 
stands, Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd told the Com- 
mons today. 


In a wide-ranging debate on the issue, he disclosed new 
details about the investigation into the attack on the Pan 
Am jumbo jet which claimed the lives of 270 people. 


He said Scottish police had interviewed two members of 
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, 
arrested in Germany in 1988. 


But he insisted “no credible evidence” had been found to 
substantiate theones of involvement by Palestinian 
extremist groups or Iranians. 


Mr. Hurd was responding after Labour's Tam Dalyell, 
MP for Linlithgow, raised a number of questions about 
the bombing and demanded to know if the prosecuting 
authorities were refusing to consider any possible evi- 
dence which ran counter to the allegations against the 
two Libyans. 


The Foreign Secretary told the House that the possibility 
of the two accused, ‘Abd-al-Basit al-Migrahi and al- 
Amin Khalifah Fahimah, coming forward had some- 
times seemed “very close” in discussions with Libya. 


“We have had all kinds of side proposals which, I fear, 
are designed to prolong delay and throw dust in the eyes 
of all concerned. 


“But I do not think we should despair about it. | would 
be very reluctant, and I am sure the Lord Advocate just 
as much so, ever to say: “We give this up.” 


Mr. Hurd said: “The case against them stands. It a case 
put together after the most massive investigation ever to 
take place in respect of any crime in Britain.” 


He insisted a report from the US Air Force Intelligence 
Agency suggesting Iraniay cleric Ayatollah Mohtasham: 
paid for the bombing was unreliable. 


On the two PFLP members, Hafiz Dalkamoun: and 
Abdul Ghadanfar, the Foreign Secretary said: “I can 
confirm that requests were made for both men to be 
interviewed, that these requests were granted and that 
Scottish police officers were present at those interviews.” 


Mr. Hurd went on: “During the early stages of the 
investigation, the possibility that Palestinian extremist 
groups might be responsible was extensively investigated 
and so were reports of Iranian involvement.” 


But he stressed: “No credible evidence has been found to 
substantiate either theory.” 
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He said of the US intelligence document that its 
“untried” source was an Iranian defector who was 
“reporting second or third hand information.” 


“When the document ... was assessed, as a US Govern- 
ment spokesman made clear last week. it was discarded 
as a dud.” 


On Libyan sanctions, Mr. tiurd said: “We have no desire 
to see sanctions remain in force any longer than 1s 
necessary. 


“On the contrary—and I am not sure that the House 
knows this—in an attempt to establish that this renun- 
ciation of terrorism 1s real, we have had a number of 
meetings at official level with the Lybian representatives 
about their past links with the provisional IRA. 


“There have been discussions on this point. They have 
not led to a fully satisfaccory conclusion.” 


Hurd Reaffirms Condemning ‘Brutal Force’ in 
Chechnya 


LDO102175495 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 1649 GMT I Feb ¥. 


[By Rowan Dore, Parliamentary Staff, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd today stepped up warnings to Russia over the the 
fighting in Chech ya. He wild the Commons at question 
time: “We will be very glad to cooperate with the 
Russians on specific matters in the coming year, if the 
situation in Chechyna can be quickly resolved.” But he 
warned: “We need to watch very carefully what 1s 
happening and judge what further steps might be 
needed.” 


Shadow foreign secretary Robin Cook said there was 
great concern in Britain at the scale of violence in 
Chechnya. “Bombing hospitals and village markets 
serves no legitimate military role and the West must 
support those in Russia who with great personal courage 
have condemned the attacks.” Mr Cook said the joint 
military exercise Britain planned with Russian army 
later this year should not take place. “It would not be 
appropriate for British forces to be engaged in a joint 
exercise with the Russians, unless the war 1s brought to 
an end.” 


Mr Hurd told him: “You have the accent on this rght. 
The disproportionate use of brutal force 1s something the 
Prnme Minister has taken up with President Yeltsin.” 


Patrick Cormack (C Staffordshire S) said it was impor- 
tant there was unequivocal condemnation of the indis- 
criminate slaughter of civilians and the destruction of 
homes. 


Mr Hurd told him: “We have been very firm in our 
condemnation. What the Prime Minister has said to Mr 
Yeltsin has left the Russian Government in no doubt of 
the cloud this casts over the reform process and over our 
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support for the reform process. We are not supporting 
personalities in Russia, we are supporting the process of 
reform.” 


Serbian Opposition Leader Holds Talks With 
Hurd 

LDO102205295 Belgrade TANJUG Domestic Service in 
Serbo-Croatian 1741 GMT 1 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] London, | Feb (TANJUG)}— 
British Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Douglas 
Hurd, who received Vuk Draskovic, chairman of the 
Serbian Renewal Movement (SPO), in London today. 
stressed in particular that the international community 
wants a definite end to the war in the former Yugoslavia, 
Draskovic said after the talks. 


He added that the international community, according 
to Hurd, wants the complete return of Serbia and Mon- 
tenegro to the “European and world democratic family.” 


According to the SPO leader, Hurd 1s convinced that the 
democratic and anti-war forces in Serbia and the former 
Yugoslavia will succeed in their efforts for the victory of 
peace and democracy. Speaking about the Balkans, the 
British foreign secretary considered that “only a demo- 
cratic Serbia” can be a guarantee of European changes 
and lasting stability in the Balkan region, Draskovic said. 


The SPO chairman said that he conveyed to the British 
foreign secretary the stand of his party that sanctions 
against Serbia and Montenegro must be lifted without 
delay. If the world really wants a democratic Serbia as 
the bulwark of peace in the Balkans, it must “release the 
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia from its international 
prison,” he said. According to Draskovic, the world must 
also support the “democratic European forces” in Ser- 
bia, which were “from the beginning against war and 
everything that pushed the peoples of Yugoslavia into 
the greatest misfortune.” 


On behalf of his party, Draskovic promised Hurd that 
the SPO will try to convince the Serbs in Bosnia that the 
peace plan of the Contact Group ts not anti-Serbian, 
because an end to the war and killing is the greatest 
interest of the Serbs themselves. 


Draskovic also conveyed the stand of the SPO that the 
international community, while supporting the peaceful 
policy of Slobodan Milosevic, should not “close its eyes” 
to, as he put it, the “restoration of unanimity in Serbia.” 
[Passage omitted] 


Major Broadcasts Statement on Irish Peace 
Process 


LD0102211395 London PRESS ASSOCIATION in 
English 2057 GMT 1 Feb 95 


(‘Text’ of broadcast by British Prime Minister John 
Major] 
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{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Just over a year ago. the Irish 
Prime Minister and I| signed the Downing Street Decla- 
ration. 


In the months that followed, many wondered what it 
would achieve. Some attacked it. But the Declaration led 
to a ceasefire. Five morths ago, the IRA [Insh Repub- 
lican Army] halted their operations. The Loyalists fol- 
lowed. This was not the result of secret deals. There were 
none. But there was a promise. It was a promise of fair 
treatmeni and a place in democratic politics for those 
who abandoned violence for ever. 


Peace has been a tremendous blessing for Northern 
Ireland. People can lead normal lives. They can go out 
without fear. Day by day the prospect of more jobs and 
more prosperity 1s becoming a reality 


My aim 1s a lasting peace. For the first time in 25 years, 
we have a real chance of achieving this. It should not be 
thrown away by fears that are unreal and accusations 
that are untrue 


For the past four years, we have been working for a fair 
and lasting settlement in Northern Ireland) With the 
Northern Ireland parties. we have discussed possible 
new arrangements for Government within the province 
We have searched for better relations between North and 
South. We have worked for closer co-operation between 
the Republic of Ireland and the United Kingdom. We are 
now discussing proposals with the Irish Gavernment. on 
what we call a Joint Framework Document 


These talks continue. | can't guarantee their success. But 
fears have been raised that the document will be a 
blueprint to impose unity in all Ireland and a betrayal of 
the promises we have made. Those fears are wrong. In 
every respect. And I want to explain why, because peace 
in Northern Ireland 1s too important to be put at risk 


Let me say to you tonight: nothing 1s going to be imposed 
on Northern Ireland. Peace cannot be secured by coer- 
cion. New arrangements will only work if they are agreed 
by the people of Northern Ircland—supported by them 
and operated by them 


What we are doing 1s developing proposals for them to 
consider and for their political representatives to dis- 
cuss. 


The Framework Document will be a consultation paper 
Its sole purpose 1s to help the constitutional parties reach 
agreement. But when they do, that will not be the end of 
the story. The outcome will be put to the people of 
Northern Ireland in a referendum. 


If they believe the agreement 1s fair, if it respects their 
democratic nghts, 1f it offers a peaceful future. they will 
vote for it. If not, they will reject it. But on either event, 
their future will lre in their hands. And we will respect 
their decision. 


As one element, we shall suggest areas for co-operation 
between Northern Ireland and the Republic. Cross. 
border co-operation 1s not a new idea. People on both 
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sides of the border and both sides of the community can 
see the sense in this. But there 1s one crucial point. Any 
new North/South bodies must be accountable to the 
people of Northern Ireland. They will not be run by 
London, and they cannot and will not be overridden by 
the Britush and Insh Governments. 


If there are people who don't want the talks to succeed, 
they should be clear about the consequences. But | 
believe the people of Northern Ireland want a better 
future. So let me address them directly: 


The horrors of Enniskillen and Greysteel are behind you 
After five months of peace, surely it 1s time to look 
ahead. !udge our proposals as a whole. There 1s nothing 
you need fear. Northern Ireland has come a very long 
way since the Downing Street Declaration. It must not 
dnft backwards. I wish to see this process succeed. Arms 
decommissioned. Talks gorng ahead. Every honourable 
avenue to a settlement explored. Then the outcome put 
to the people. For it 1s up to the people of Northern 
Ireland t «© scide whether fear can give way to hope. 


The Government is working for a peaceful future in 
Northern Ireland 


Tonight | ask for time. And I ask for trust. And | promise 
to pursue—a lasting peace 


Unionists Respond 
LDOIO2221395 London PRESS ASSOCTATION in 
Enelish 2159 GMT 1 Feb 9S 


[By PRESS ASSOCIATION news correspondent lan 
Graham | 


|FBIS Transcribed Text] The Prime Minister was tonight 
accused of cant and hypocrisy by Demucratic Unionist 
Party deputy leader Peter Robinson. 


Unionists on all sides were at least sceptical and at worst 
derogatory about Mr Mayor's nationwide broadcast 
attempting to calm the fears of the people of Northern 
Ireland 


The Ulster Unronist MP William Ross told Irish televi- 
sion tonight: “There is no chance of the Ulster Unionist 
population accepting one jot of it (the framework docu- 
ment), therefore the framework process 1s dead and 
burned.” 


Mr Robinson, MP for East Belfast, said: “Th 2 people of 
Northern Ireland tonight saw the spectacle of a Prime 
Minister attempting to soft soap and chloroform the 
people of Northern Ireland—it was cant and hypocrisy 


“The Ulster people will not be put to sleep by the Prime 
Minister's lullaby.” 
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He said the Times report had not been challenged. Mr 
Mayor had been upset that “for once he was not able to 
manipulate the news and put his own spin on events”. 


Roy Beggs, the Ulster Unionist MP, said Mr Mayor had 
not allayed Unronist fears. He said: “The leaked docu- 
ment means that he will not command the support of the 
elected representatives of the Ulster people here.” 


Sinn Fein president Gerry Adams urged the British and 
Irish prime ministers to “seize the initiative by moving 
quickly to all- party peace talks, irrespective of the 
current status of the framework document”. 


He said the leaking of the document was obviously 
intended to damage the peace process. 


“The Orange card 1s being played once again. This ts 
unacceptable. 


“Mr Major must move the peace process forward He 
must abandon his pan Umonuist alliance.” 


He said also there was an histonc onus on the Dublin 
government to face up to what he called Unsonist and 
British intransigence 


It was widely accepted a lasting peace would require 
fundamental constitutional and political change, he sand. 


Real negotiations, led by both governments and 
involving all of the parties, were “urgently required”. 


Farher Ulster Umionist leader James Molyneux said a 
series of leaks had effectively undermined the onginal 
intention of publishing the document for cons-iltation. 


“People in Northern Ireland have already made up their 
minds and they don’t like what they see, they don't like 
what they read,” he said. 


“They have already in their own minds rejected 11, so the 
consultative part of it 1s obsolete.” 


Democratic Unionist leader the Rev lan Paisley said: 
“This document ts an insult to the majority of people of 
Northern Ireland. 


“You cannot expect any self-respecting Unionist to sit 
down at a table if that 1s going to be on the agenda. That 
1$ the price you pay to get a deal with Gerry Adams and 
the IRA and Dublin” 


Irish Prime Minister John Bruton tonight welcomed Mr 
Major's television address. 


He said the Prime Minister had shown his commitment 
to the peace process and negotiations for the framework 
document. 


Mr Major's address followed contact earler today 
between Dowr-ng Street and Mr Bruton’s office in 
Dublin, when senior officials discussed the consequences 
of the leak of the draft document. 
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Commentaries View Clinton’s Helping Mexico 


Aid Fight Seen ‘Defeat for Clinton’ 


AUO102152795 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German | Feb 9S p 2 


[Commentary by Joachim Hoenig: “Lack of Confi- 
dence” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text} U.S. President Clinton has with- 
drawn his $40-billion aid package for Mexico, because it 
looked as if Congress was not going to support it. The 
new power situation in Washington has ~roduced an 
embarrassing defeat for Clinton. The President has 
mccawhile obviously learned from Boris Yeltsin. He 
not. wants to devise a leaner emergency program for the 
“NAFTA partner throug’ a presidential decree. This wili 
be of little use to the Mexican economy. Insecurity has 
reached a new dimension. This 1s also true for the stock 
exchanges in ail of Latin America and other “emerging 
markets” in Asia and Eastern Europe. 


At this point, it is impossible to foresee whether 
Clinton's emergency program will suffice. The threat- 
ening spread of the international confidence crisis could 
be prevented through a concerted action by the IMF and 
the G-7. The processes of reform and—meanwhile— 
growth that were initiated in Latin America more than a 
decade ago, are now threatened by a severe setback. 
People are now worred that the Latin Americans might 
stop the process of structural changes and reverse the 
promising interconnections of their national economies. 
This threatens to thwart Former President George 
Bush's dream of a customs-free all-American market. 


In view of the dramatic developments, Mexico can now 
less than ever rely on Washington. President Ernesto 
Zedillo and his cabinet musi restore the confidence that 
was destroyed through the surprising devaluation of the 
peso—not only in their own interest but in the interest of 
all those Latin American countries that will be depen- 
dent on foreign capital for the badly needed moderniza- 
tion of their national economies for many more years. 


President Zedillo must quickly implement the measures 
announced in early January and even extend them. 
Priority must be given to the further opening of the 
banking sector and the gradual withdrawal of the state 
from the oi! business, a profitable source of foreign 
exchange. However, the country will be able to regain 
sustained confidence from the international financial 
world only when the rising inflation rate can be kept 
down, when the state budget remains balanced, and 
foreign exchange reserves are built up. So far, there has 
not been any encouraging information regarding this. 


In 1982, Chile, Latin America’s model country, proved 
that this path is viable. After a devaluation of the 
Chilean peso, the monetarists of Milton Fnedman’'s 
Chicago School, who where then in power, managed to 
avoid an extreme increase in prices. At the same time, 
they were successful in achieving the diversification of 
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exports and created a capital market for domestic inves- 
tors. Today, the country 1s hardly dependent on foreign 
lenders. 


‘Parallels’ in Clinton, Carter Terms 


AU0202131495 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT v 
German ? Feb 95 p 2 


[Commentary by Dietrich Zwaetz: “Clinton's Wrong 
Tracks in the Jungle of Power” | 


[FBIS Translated Text] The parallels between Jimmy 
Carter and Bill Clinton are becoming more and more 
apparent. As former provincial kings, both politicians set 
out to missionize the country. Just like the upnght 
peanut farmer of Georgia before him, the good man of 
Arkansas also wanted to give politics a human touch. 


One cannot say that Clinton has no feeling for power. He 
accepts that his Democrats, as of 8 November 1994, no 
longer have a majority in Congress. What he was lacking 
as governor of Arkansas, and what he did not learn in his 
first two years in Washington esther, 1s finding the 
proper place for the presidential office in the nvaling 
power complexes of the White House, the Senate, and 
the House of Representatives, as well as the awareness of 
his own partial helplessness. Only this explains that the 
economic emergency program in the spring of 1993, 
health reform in 1994, and now the Mexico aid were 
thwarted by Congress. Clinton's pompous announce- 
ments of these programs, intended to benefit al! Amen- 
cans, reveal a considerable |. -k of sense of reality 


The $40-billion Mexico aid package illustrated ut even 
more than Clinton's other initiatives. That the Mexican 
aid is in America’s very own interest has been preached 
often enough by Clinton himself. The neighbor in the 
south is not only a NAFTA partner but also an important 
chent for U.S. exports. Yet, with their peso, which has 
increasingly lost in value vis-a-vis the dollar, Mexicans 
can buy less and less U.S. products. According to a 
calculation by the Treasury, some 700,000 U.S. jobs are 
dependent on the Mexican economy. That with this 
argument Clinton himself was unabl: to hold his own in 
Congress, where each deputy 1s worried about the jobs of 
his voters, shows the degree of alienation between the 
President and Capitol Hill. 


Clinton's alternative offer that 15 sidestepping Congress, 
and 1s guided by pressure for time rather than by 
sovereign pianning, should add up to $47.5 billion. 
Clinton could grant as much as $20 billion himself from 
the exchange stabilization fund without consent from 
Congress. Another $17.5 are to come from the IMF, 
which Michel Camdessus promptly put up for vote in the 
Executive Directorate on | February. Clinton expects to 
obtain another $10 billion short-term lending facility 
from the Bank of Inte7national Settlements (BIS). 


The markets and the Mexicans themselves are tempo- 
rarily gathering fresh hope The opposing forces in 
Congress even appear satisfied because the aid for the 
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neighboring country does not have to be paid from US 
coffers. After all, the largest burden 1s taken off the 
United States by internat:cral organizations, the IMI 
and the BIS. Yet. the new pact has to be negotiated and 
setiled with even more instances. The skirmish with 
Congress could have been an afternoon stroll considering 
the obstacles that Clinton's new package may be facing 


May one draw parallels between the last two Democrat 
presidents, or even go as tar as to say that, just like Carter 
between 1977 and 1981, Clinton will alse only manage to 
Stay in the Whette House one term? Warners from the 
President's own party, like Senator Bill Bradley, have 
already raised their voices 


Clinton's Power Confirmed 


1LOL0L13019S Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 


in German 2 beh 9S p J 


[yp -attributed commentery: “Viva Clinton. Viva 
Mexico’ ] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Those who believed that fol- 
lowing his party’s election defeat, Bill Clinton was also 
on the ropes apparently saw themselves confirmed in the 
past three weeks. Clinton was trying to convince Con- 
gress to sign a $40 billion guarantee for Mexico—the 
neighbor country whose financial markets and stock 
exchanges had collapsed along with the peso. He did not 
succeed. The Congress, with many new members with 
isolationist mstincts, continued to mark time whuiic 
Mexico was burning 


But now Clinton has saved the neighbor country ne-ecr- 
theless by bypassing Congress and demonstrating in this 
way how much power a US. president has —irrespect:ve 
of parties and parliament. He had only to fall back on the 
multi-bilbon-dollar stabilization fund of his Treasurs 
and persuade the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and other countries’ central banks. A total of $20 billion 
from the United States and $8 billion from the IMF was 
raised—and the 50- billion package was quickly wrapped 
up. The exchange rate of the peso and the Mexican stock 
exchange improved equally quickly-—by almost 10 per- 
cent 


The moral of the story? Clinton 1s not anywhere near to 
being counted out, and the new Republican majorities in 
Congress have yet to learn that the United States 
wellbeing does not depend solely on domestic rssues. The 
proot: No sooner had Clinton acted than the dollar went 
up too. Conversely, we can conclude from this good news 
that if Mexico had totally collapsed, this would also have 
affected the dollar and thereby the global financial 
markets. It 1s good that Clinton acted—and was able to 
act 


Clinton Acts in National Interest 


1002021220985 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 2 keh 9S pil 


[J.J report: “A Breather for Mewco”] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] With an international credit 
package amounting to almost $48 billion, US. President 
Ball Clinton has provided the neighboring country and 
NAFTA [North American Free Trade Agreement! 
partner Mexico with the breather « needed. He has 
dispelled. at least for the terme being, the crisis mood on 
financial markets. But Clinton has acted manly in his 
own national interests in preventing a collapse of 
Mexico, which would also have caused suflermng to the 
| nited States in the form of a loss of jobs, an increase in 
the number of tlegal immigrants, and political unrest 
along the lengthy southern border. The unsatisfactory 
price to pay tor all this .. a forgiveness for Mexico's 
economic error and the rescue of those private investors 
and funds who carelessly invested their money in Mexico 
in the first place. For the Americans, the advantage of 
this solution ts that instead of guaranteeing credits of $40 
billion. they only have to guarantee $20 billion, so that 
they can achieve greater involvement by the IMF and the 
world at large for a problem that is an American one. But 
this means that there 1s hardly any remaimung capacity to 
handie other pioblems, which is also not good. The 
credits cannot signity a happy end for the Mexicans 
Instead, they mark the beginning of a paintul clean-up 
Only if this clean-up 1s performed efficiently can conti 
dence be restored to the prematurely praised Mexican 
mode! 


Bonn Increasing Humanitarian Aid for Sarajevo 


LDOT021HIO9S Bertin DDPAADN in German 1420 
GMI 1] heb YS 


[FBIS Transiated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The 
German Government will step up humanitanan aid fo 
Sarajevo. Government Spokesman Dieter Vogel 
announced tn Bonn today. Earher German Foreign Min- 
ister Klaus Kinkel reported to the cabinet about his trp 
to the Bosman capital 


Vogel stressed the Cabinet was deeply impressed by 
Kinkel’s account of the “ternble conditvons” im Sara- 
evo. During his visit to Washington next week, Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl will confer with President Bill 
(Clinton on the opportunities to improve the situation in 
Bosnia 


Official Says Iran Plays ‘Key Role’ in Gulf 


LDOCOOU9TTYS Tehran IRNA in Enelish 0688 GMT 2 
het ys 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bonn, Feb. 2. (IRNA)}—Head 
of the economic committee of the German Parhament 
Friedhelm Ost said tran played a kev role mn the main- 
tenance of peace, stability and security in Central Asia, 
Persian Gull and the Middle East 


He made the remark while meeting with Iranian Ambas- 
sador to Bonn Hoseyn Musavian during which he said 
both German Government and parhament favored 
expanded ties with Iran 
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Referring to the sensitive role Iran plays in the region, he 
underlined the country’s important and positive share in 
peaceful efforts in Central Asia. 


The German official further r-gretted that charges had 
been levelled against Iran in the absence of any proof. 


Pointing to the fall in the volume of imports by Germany 
from Iran in the last two years. he called for strength- 
ening and expansion of economic ties between the two 
countries. 


He said the successful rescheduling of arrears and timely 
fulfillment of commitments by the Central Bank of Iran 
would pave the way for further cooperation between the 
two countries. 


Kinkel Outlines Foreign Policy Tasks 


AU0102111195 Bonn BULLETIN in German No 6/24 
Jan 95 pp 42-45 


[Speech by FRG Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel on the 
occasion of the cermony honoring “125 Years of the 
Foreign Ministry” in the House of FRG History in Bonn 
on 16 January 1995] 


[FBIS Translated Text] I. 
Dear President, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen: 


The Foreign Ministry is 125 years old' Compared to tie 
Foreign Office or the Quai d’Orsay, this is not a remark- 
able age. It has been an unusually turbulent time. These 
125 years comprise two world wars. Four years ago, we 
overcame the external consequences of these two wars 
with the reestablishment of national unity. The Two- 
Plus-Four Treaty is undoubtedly one of the brilliant feats 
of German diplomacy in this century. Without the many 
years of consistent preparatory work by Foreign Minister 
Scheel and Foreign Minister ( -nscher, this would not 
have been possible. I explicitly want to thank my two 
predecessors once again here. 


However, we still have to bear the internal consequences 
of the two world wars—we and our partners. Our rela- 
tions with Israel continue to be overshadowed by the 
memory of the Holocaust. It continues to be our task to 
make up for the terrible injustices of the Nazi era. More 
than other nations, we also have to see our behavior 
through the eyes of others. Against the background of the 
two world wars, Germany must continue to be more 
careful than others when the employment of soldiers is at 
issue. 


Therefore, it means a lot to me to say in plain terms: 
After the turning point of 1945, German foreign policy 
has followed basically new examples. Compared to the 
75 previous years, the past 50 years are a fundamental 
new beginning! A balance of power and thinking in terms 
of supremacy are outdated. They are not good as con- 
cepts for the future! Since 1949, foreign policy has also 
been fully integrated within the code of values of our 
Basic Law. 
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Today Germany is in one of the happiest situations of its 
history: United in generally recognized borders, sur- 
rounded by friendly-niinded partners, without direct 
threat, in surroundings where democracy, the rule-of-law 
state, and the social market economy prevail. It can only 
be the supreme objective of our foreign policy to 
strengthen and develop this state! This makes it neces- 
sary io contribute with all one’s might to a permanent 
peace order in the foi mer Yugoslavia. 


European integration and transatlantic cooperation in 
the Alliance rank first among the future tasks of German 
foreign policy. The government conference of i995 lies 
ahead of us. Once again, as has often been the case in the 
integration process, deepening and enlargement are at 
issue. Three aspects are important to us: 


First: The integration process is inconceivable without 
supranational structures. 


Second: All community institutions must basically be 
accessible to all members. This foundation of the Union 
must not be shaken. 


Third: This should not generally rule out that a new 
impetus can also be gives »y a subgroup of members. 
The Maastricht Treaty also provides for this. However, it 
is decisive that the members that want to integrate 
themselves more than others basically do not exclude 
anyone and act in the interest of the whole of the Union. 


NATO has also decided to open to new members. It will 
be one of our central tasks to develop the processes of 
enlargement of the European Union [EU], the Western 
European Union, and NATO in such a way that they 
mutually complement and strengthen each other, but 
that neither the coherence nor functioning of these 
institutions suffers. The preservation of a vital Atlantic 
Alliance and a substantial presence of the United States 
in Europe continue to be the basic conditions of our 
security and Europe's stability. After 40 years of the Iron 
Curtain across our country, we now have to do every- 
thing that the European continent will never again be 
split by a new front. 


More than most other countries, Germany's economy 
depends on foreign trade. Per capita, we export twice as 
much as Japan and more than three times as much as the 
United States. We transact more than 80 percent of our 
foreign irede with the OECD partners. More than 80 
percent of our direct investments abroad are made in 
Western industrial countries and these countries account 
for more than 70 percent of all foreign investments in 
our country. 


These ties with the old partners in the West are comple- 
mented by dynamically increasing relations with new 
partners in the East: Our foreign trade with Poland. the 
Czech Republic, Hungary, and Slovenia is currently 
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increasing by almost double-digit percentage points. In 
addition, despite major remaining obstacles, these coun- 
tnes are increasingly atiracting German investments: 
about 5 billion German marks in the past five years' 
These are 10 percent of our totai investments abroad. 
Moreover. we continue to help in the transformation 
process bilaterally and via the EU. Pcland and the Czech 
Republic belong to the most important trade partners of 
the new iaender. Therefcre, the dynamics that 1s percep- 
tible now will primarily benefit eastern Germany. 
German unity and European unity require each other. 


The opening of Eastern Europe brings Germany not only 
economic, but also cultural chances. Here we can con- 
tinue rich, centuries-old traditions. We have to use these 
chances with an active cultural policy. Only 1n this way 
will we also be able to utilize fully the economic and 
political chances. 


At the same time, this Europe, which is growing together, 
has to develop cooperative relations with the states that 
do not participate in integration, for example, the CIS 
states—first of all Russia and Ukraine—but also the 
states of the Middle East and North Africa. As an EU 
member, Germany also hus to contribute actively to 
stability in the Mediterranean. 


Some of these countries are exposed to serious crises. 
The Algiers hijacking has highlighted how quickly a 
spark of a crisis can flash over to Eurone. In Chechnya 
human mghts, international law, and OSCE principles 
are being violated in an unacceptable way. We remind 
P.ussia of its commitments. The fate of the young democ- 
racy in Russia is also at stake. He who wants to preserve 
his territorial integrity cannot do so by razing entire 
residentiai districts to the ground! Nobody 1s interested 
in Russia's disintegration. However, can it be right to 
push through unity and democracy with fire and sword? 
I hope that the Russian leadership is aware of the great 
burdens to which it exposes its credibility as a partner 
oricnted toward reform and democracy! After all, the 
following ts also valid for this crisis: A permanent 
solution can only be a peaceful solution! Russia's lead- 
ership also has to see this. 


IV. 


Germany has a pronounced interest in the unhindered 
flow of global traffic and communications, in the 
checking of the disruptive potential of violence, and in 
strengthening the role of the international legal system. 
Where human rights are violated peace is endangered. It 
is the binding guideline of German foreign policy to 
preserve the dignity of man—of every individual. Where 
violence is successfully holding its own it triggers coun- 
terviolence. Also for this reason, the consistent strength- 
ening of the United Nations and the OSCE is so decisive 
for us. 


Of course—all experiences show that—the international 
legal system can only be pushed through if it—if this is 
inevitable—can also be defended by force. The supreme 
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guardian of the international legal system ts the UN 
Security Council. For two years, Germany has now been 
a nor-permanent member of this body. It continues io be 
our objective to become a permanent member within the 
framework of the pending reform of the Charter-—with 
the same rights and duties as other permanent members. 


Let me summarize. Fou: focal peints are at issue: To 
advance European integration: |o strengthen transat- 
lantic relations: to extend the Euro-Atlantic structures to 
the East: and to show global co-responsibility where 
human rights and the preservation of elementary prnci- 
ples of peaceful coexistence are at stake. 


Vv. 


I would like to add three remarks on future trends that 
are important to me: 


First: More and more spheres of life exhibit foreign 
policy aspects because of an international interiwine- 
ment. The classic partition into domestic and foreign 
policy 1s becoming blurred. In the FRG Government 
many units of work outside the Foreign Ministry also 
deal with foreign relations today. It 1s all the more 
important to strengthen the classic coordinating function 
and ihe conceptual primacy of the Foreign Ministry. 


Second: We have to keep track of the enormous devel- 
opmental dynamics of the Pacific basin. Thirty years 
ago, Asia only accounted for 4 percent of world trade. 
Today it 1s 25 percent, and by the turn of the century it 
will be more than 30 percent. Not only serious compet- 
itors, but also receptive new markets where we have to 
secure our strategic position are developing there. This 
requires an increase in our exports and investments, but 
also the promotion o! young top talents who are familiar 
with Asia and have already gathered experiences there 
during their studies. 


Third: The scheme of the bipolar security order and the 
economic division into three worlds is outdated. Rather, 
in the future the mutual intertwinement between highly 
developed industrial societies might increase. It is harder 
and harder to imagine wars vetween these states. This 
does not rule out considerable trade and economic policy 
frictions 


On the other hand, there are a number of countries that 
are threatened by instability. Ninety percent of the 
annual growth of the world population falls to the 
poorest states. However, if the population grows as fast 
as the economic performance, there will be no growth 
per capita and thus no hope for an improvement of the 
individual living cond:tions. 


The a'sappointment at one’s own lack of chances pro- 
motes escape into fundamentalism or fanaticism. In 
several respects, religiously motivated fundamentalism 
seems to succeed the Marxist liberation ideologists and 
terrorist organizations. However, I explicitly want to 
warn against putting fundamentalism generally on a 
level with Islam and to preach a clash of cultures. We will 
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only cope with fundamentalism if we know its roots and 
try to prevent it from finding more and more new 
adherents. The answer can only be to seek a dialogue and 
not to develop new hostile images! 


What is important for Germany? 


—We have to make every possible effort to tie as many 
countries as possible to the stability zone of the 
industrial states. Our unprecedented expenses for the 
former socialist reform states serve this purpose. More 
than 50 percent of the worldwide relief measures for 
these states come from our side, without having 
restricted our commitment to the traditional 
addressees of our development policy cooperation. 


—Preventive crisis management becomes increasingly 
important. Keywords are: Protection of human rights, 
promotion of tolerance and cross-border dialogue, 
support for democracy, economic stabilization, and 
counseling in the development of rule-of-law and 
efficient administrations. 


—Our development policy cooperation is oriented to 
two objectives: Promotion of democracy, human 
rights, and the rule-of- law state on the one hand and 
specific help for the really needy in the poorest coun- 
tries on the other. 


—The need for humanitarian help will increase. It would 
be optimistic to regard Somalia and Rwanda as special 
cases. We have to increase the efficiency of our human- 
itarian help. 


—We know from our own sad experience that the brutal 
will to aggression has to be countered early and 
resolutely. As one of the richest countries, we also 
have to make our adequate contribution to peace- 
keeping missions that serve the implementation of the 
principles as laid down in the UN Charter and the 
OSCE documents. Can we ask others to commit 
themselves here if we refuse to do it? 


VI. 


The structural change does not stop at the foreign 
service. Electronic means of communications create 





FBIS-WEU-95-022 
2 February 1995 


completely new working conditions. At the beginning of 
the century it took months to give the envoy in Bering 
instructions. Today this is done in a second! Television 
makes us eyewitnesses on all continents. In this way, the 
sympathy of the public in foreign policy questions 
increases—keyword: “CNN effect.” This is perhaps one 
of the most momentous differences between Bismarck’s 
diplomacy 125 years ago and the present. 


Within the EU, the importance of bilatera! diplomacy 1s 
decreasing. Here many things take place at summit 
meetings and via direct channels. In Almaty the first 
joint representation with France and Great Britain ts 
active. We regularly exchange diplomats with 10 partner 
countries: Young officials and more experienced diplo- 
mats are fully integrated within the ministry of the host 
country. Result: The forms of classic diplomacy in 
Europe are profoundly changing. 


The expediency and efficiency of the network of our 
representations abroad are permanently checked. In the 
past few years, we closed several representations. On the 
other hand, we opened new embassies in numerous new 
states, among them also those that developed from tne 
former Soviet Union. 


In an age of global economic relations and worldwide 
tourism, the service function of the foreign service is 
increasing. Our embassies have to support even more the 
efforts to secure Germany as a business location. For this 
purpose, do we not need an increased exchange between 
the foreign service and the economic representatives of 
our country committed abroad? A short time ago, the 
first direct personnel exchange with the German 
economy was initiated by me. If this pilot project stands 
the test, it will be provided with a wider basis. 


For Germany’s global involvement a professional for- 
eign service is vital. He who wants to keep up with the 
times must continue to be prepared for change. On its 
125th birthday, the Foreign Ministry presents itself as 
young and prepared for change, open to the future, and 
conscious of its performance. This service has deserved 
congratulations! 
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~ sage Bianco Optimistic on Clinton Rescue 


BRO102124095 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 31 Jan 95 p 6 


{Report by Thierry Arnaud and Jean-Marie Macabrey: 
“Mexican Plan: Clinton Will Have To Do His Sums 


Again”’} 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] U.S. President Bill Clinton 
announced yesterday that he “certainly hoped” to be 
able to present his Mexican rescue plan to congress on 
Monday [6 February]. However, sources in Washington 
say that his plan has little chance of being adopted by 
Congress in its original form ($40 billion in loan guar- 
antees). Echoing public opinion, congressmen argue that 
the plan would not so much protect jobs in the United 
States as spare the blushes of investors after they had 
unwisely gambled on the Mexican markets. 


However, during a brief visit to Paris yesterday Her- 
minio Blanco, Mexican trade and industrial develop- 
ment minister, showed unshakeable optimism: “I nego- 
tiated the North American Free Trade Agreement. I saw 
what goes on behind the scenes in U.S. politics. What 
happened 13 months ago is happening again now to a 
certain extent: Many people say that it 1s impossible and 
that it will never get through.”” The Mexican minister 
says those people are wrong “and for one very simple 
reason.” If the Mexican economy develops then U.S. 
exports will grow too. Herminio Blanco told members of 
the National Council of French Employers that U.S. 
exports were up 22 percent in the first 11 months of the 
year while trade between the two countries doubtless 
ended the year with a $1.5 billion surplus in the United 
States’ favor. [passage omitted] 


Herminio Blanco stressed yesterday: “This is a financial 
crisis, a cash flow problem, but it is not a problem of 
solvency.” He said that the figure for Mexico's exchange 
reserves would be published today and added: “I can 
assure you that the exact figure bears no resemblance” to 
the figure of $2 billion being bandied about on the 
markets. Mexico’s exchange reserves fell from $17.25 
billion in November to $6.15 billion after devaluation. 


Juppe Proposes Summit on FRY; FRG Support 
Noted 


BRO102143595 Paris LE MONDE in French | Feb 95 
ps 


[Report by Claire Trean: “Foreign Minister Alain Juppe 
Suggests Conference on Former Republic of Yugosla- 
via’) 

{FBIS Translated Text] Alain Juppe has Germany's 
support in suggesting a new international conference on 
Bosnia, or at least a resumption of the negotiations with 
the main protagonists, but he still has to convince his 
other partners (the Americans, British, and Russians). 
The arrangements have not been stipulated, but from the 
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French point of view it is a matter—first and foremost— 
of bringing together Presidents Slobodan Milosevic (Ser- 
bia), Alija Izetbegovic (Bosnia), and Franjo Tudjman 
(Croatia), under the aegis of the European Union [EU], 
the United States, and Russia to try to take up the thread 
of a dialogue that is not taking shape through other 
means. 


In Bosnia a truce has, of course, been in place since 
Jimmy Carter's visit in late December 1994. However, 
this truce is precarious and violated every day in the 
northeast. It was only concluded for a specific period of 
four months, which more or less corresponds to the end 
of winter and the time when the U.S. Congress will 
demand the lifting of the arms embargo to benefit the 
Bosnian Government forces. That would sound the 
death knell for any attempt at a negotiated settlement. 
So, the countdown has begun, at the end of which the 
war will resume with a vengeance. The Blue Helmets will 
leave, and all the diplomatic efforts made, by France in 
particular will have fallen through. The U.S. idea 
whereby, to get out of the impasse, they had to reestab- 
lish contact with the Bosnian Serbs instead of betting on 
their isolation, has not yet borne frv:t 


Over the past weeks U.S. emissaries, backed up by 
representatives of the “Contact Group on the former 
Yugoslavia” (American, Russian, French, British, and 
German diplomats) have shuttled between Sarajevo and 
Pale (the stronghold of Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic) without any result. They were hoping to make 
the Serbs accept the basic idea of the international plan, 
which has already been accepted by the Sarajevo govern- 
ment, namely maintaining a unitary state and a division 
that gives the Serbs administrative control of 49 percent 
of the territory and the Muslims and Croats 51! percent, 
via the negotiation of possible territorial arrangements. 
It was a matter of sitting the belligerents down around 
the table. Little has been made public on the results of 
shuttling between Sarajevo and Pale, but it is clear that 
Mr. Karadzic has scarcely demonstrated any openness 
and the Bosnian leaders do not want to return to a 
negotiating table where they will be faced with proposals 
which, to them, are unacceptable. 


The Serbo-Croat Issue 


It is this acknowledgement of failure that was made 
indirectly by [Foreign Minister] Alain Juppe. Since the 
dialogue initiated by the Americans with Radovan 
Karadzic has not yet yielded results, another attempt 
should be made to have Serbian President Slobodan 
Milosevic intervene. In Paris it is still thought that he is 
a better interlocutor and has the means to make the 
Bosnian Serbs bend. 


At the French Foreign Ministry they also seem to be 
betting on the momentum that a possible settlement with 
the main protagonists could have on the conflict pitting 
Serbs against Croats in Croatia. There too a countdown 
has been underway since Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman threatened to no longer authorize—beginning 
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in March, and unless some new factor arises—the 15,000 
Blue Helmets to stay on his territory. When they were 
deployed the aim was to disarm the Serb breakaway 
militias. They did not do that. The new factor, which 
would prevent a return to war, would be a political 
settlement of the conflict. The Croatian president needs 
international support for that. 


There is a “plan” currently making the rounds that could 
allow negotiations to resume. Concocted by the repre- 
sentatives of the EU and the United Nations with the 
U.S. and Russian ambassadors in Zagreb, it was sub- 
mitted on Monday, 30 January to the Croatian authori- 
ties and the representatives of Serbia and Croatia. 
Bearing in mind the fact that the borders of Croatia 
cannot be jeopardized, it suggests broad autonomy for 
Krajina (the pocket located in western Croatia and 
claimed by the Serb secessionists, who were in the 
majority there before the war). as well as a five-year 
international administration for eastern Slavonia (region 
of Vulkovar, backing onto Serbia) and western Slavonia 
(in central Croatia, backing onto Bosnia). 


The regions will return to the fold of the Zagreb govern- 
ment, which will undertake to respect the rights of the 
Serb minority. The official language of the autonomous 
region, called “Serbian Krajina,” will be Serb. Its inhab- 
itants may claim dual nationality—Croat and Serb. It 
will choose its own currency. Its parliament and presi- 
dent will be elected for four and five years respectively. 
Even if this plan is just a basis for negotiations, the 
western diplomats seem to be rather confident about its 
chances of success. 


In any case they are more confident about that than 
about Bosnia, for which the idea of a new international 
conference seems to have more in common with 
throwing a bottle into the ocean, namely a last chance to 
do something when you do not know what else to do. 
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Leotard Seeks To Promote Weapons Exports 


BRO102154595 Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Feb 9S 
pis 


[Report by Jacques Isnard: “Defense Minister Francois 
Leotard Wants To Promote Weapon Exports” } 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In a six-page directive written 
late last year and only disclosed at the end of January, 
Defense Minister Francois Leotard asks the General 
Delegation for Weapons, the Army of chiefs of staff, and 
the state’s Defense-International Advice group to 
strengthen cooperation in military equipment export 
markets. [passage omitted] 


Through th’s document the defense minister appears to 
be striving to achieve a double objective. Hrs first 
concern 1s to establish a structure to harmonize state 
action and industrial marketing, modelled on the one 
already in place in the United Kingdom, where govern- 
ment and businesses aci together. 


Mr. Leotard’s second concern 1s to defuse, as 1i were. the 
petulant mood which currently prevails among manufac- 
turers in the armament sector. By taking strong action in 
favor of arms exports the government can hope that 
these manufacturers will no longer oppose its demand 
that they lower the cost of their equipment by at least 2 
percent between 1995 and 1997 


Much 1s at stake: Sales of military equipment abroad can 
vary wildly, from a record Fr61.8 billion in 1984 to Fr35 
billion in 1993, for instance, and back to some F150 
billion last year according to preliminary calculations. Of 
course, such variations have an impact on employment 
in the armament industry—for a long time jobs had 
remained secure in this sector; this 1s no longer the case. 
Furthermore, a structure for joint action 1s all the more 
important because, as military budgets fall in all coun- 
tries, manufacturers turn to export markets, where com- 
petition has been increasingly fierce. 
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Prime Minister Addresses Parliament on 
Confidence 


LD0102125595 Rome RAI Uno Television Network in 
Italian 0910 GMT 1 Feb 95 


[Address by Italian Prime Minister lamberto Dini at 
Italian Parliament session—live} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Mr. Speaker, Senators. The 
frank and wide-ranging debate which has taken place 
during the past two days shows me how the political 
system has taken on board the need to restore the rules of 
civil and calm debate. The moderate tone and measured 
language used in the debate are essential for the devel- 
opment of a climate of political tolerance and the effi- 
ciency and effectiveness of the democratic institutions. 
This has much greater importance when the role of the 
president himself is under discussion. He embodies 
national unity; he is the guarantor of respect for the 
Constitution; he 1s and must continue to represent a safe 
point of reference for all. 


The irritating arguments, especially when involving the 
state’s highest authorities, and the unjustified vehe- 
mence of mutual accusations between different political 
views, contribute toward projecting an image, even 
abroad, of an Italy which 1s—not true but unfortunately 
likely—which is quarrelsome, unstable, and as a result 
not very reliable. 


We are all aware that the effects of this negative image of 
Italy's political reality, if not corrected, could be irrepa- 
rably disadvantageous for our country. 


The Government emerges from the debate in this 
chamber with an increased awareness of the difficult 
tasks facing the government and Parliament. All the 
speeches and all the political parties have recognized the 
seriousness of the problems and the urgency with which 
they have to be tackled. 


The specific nature of the discussion has increased my 
belief that the Government can have a loyal and fruitful 
relationship with Parliament. This is the soundest basis 
on which to go from identifying problems to a quick 
definition of the most suitable legislative solutions, going 
beyond differences of opinion from the political parties 
to the decision that each one of you makes today. 


The expressions of support for me and the ministers 
forming part of this Government. for which I thank you, 
represent an incentive not to fail at any time in the tasks 
we have taken on before you and the country. [passage 
omitted: Dini says he will not set out his government 


program] 


It has been said by some that the Government is the 
expression of strong forces which are outside parliament. 
I want to say emphatically and clearly before you that 
there is absolutely no basis to this allegation. In my reply 
to the debate which took place in the Chamber of 
Deputies, I tried to respond to those who saw, in the 
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technical nature of the Government, a form of state 
hijacking of politics [commussariamento de la politica] 
and Parliament, giving my personal, and that of the 
Government, a solemn commitment to the supremacy of 
politics. 


Now, i want to reaffirm that the Goverment derives its 
legitimacy only from the will expressea by Parliament. 
Your vote of confidence, the monitoring and pressure 
exercised by Parliament on the Government are the only 
strong forces which the Government can and must take 
account of. [applause] [passage omitted: reiterates points 
of Government program outlined in Chamber of Depu- 
ties on Monday 23 January] 


Before winding up this speech, I would like to remind 
you that at the opening of the session devoted to the 
debate on the Government's policy statement, the pres- 
ident of this assembly dealt with the painful events 
which took place in Genoa last Sunday [fatal stabbing of 
soccer fan during game]. [passage omitted on actions 
taken following stabbing] 


Right honorable Senators, to conclude the debate, last 
week I told the Chamber of Deputies that my govern- 
ment will regard its task as completed as soon as the four 
top priorities on its agenda have been carried out. I also 
added that the Government would reach the same con- 
clusion if any insuperable obstacles were to prevent the 
achievement of its objectives in the short term. | now 
reiterate this position. 


However, I feel I have to draw the attention of the 
Government and all political parties to the serious 
consequences that would follow the latter event. 
[applause] The tasks before this Government are indis- 
pensable and urgent, because any further procrastination 
will probably make the current difficulties insuperable. 
If it is not speedily carried out, the mini-budget will cost 
more, it will become even more demanding in terms of 
sacrifices, and it may become unable to achieve its tasks. 
The same urgency has been acknowledged by the agree- 
ment with the unions and the employers concerning the 
reform of the welfare system. 


Equal media access to television and a reform of the 
regional voting system involve some problems which 
have to be solved promptly, otherwise they may nega- 
tively affect the political debate, thus hindering the 
process of recovery, which 1s urgently needed by the 
country. To succeed or not to succeed in the implemen- 
tation of the policies which I have plac :d before Parlia- 
ment can have no effect on the duration of the Govern- 
ment, since this Government, however things were to 
develop, would regard its mandate as finished. However, 
in the interest of the country, the success of its action 1s 
of the utmost importance. What is at stake is not only 
our wish and our personal ambition to succeed quickly in 
carrying out the tasks we have set before ourselves. We 
are persuaded that the stronger the parliamentary sup- 
port will be, the more tangible our achievements will be. 
What is at stake is something more important than our 
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wishes: it is the possibility of providing the nation with 
the achievements it needs. The risk is that of damaging 
our country, a country we all must feel a duty to protect. 
Therefore, the Govermemnt asks for your confidence 
and hopes as many as possible of you will grant it. Thank 
you. 


Clinton Mexice Decision: ‘Reason Prevailed’ 


BRO102125795 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SER4 in 
Italian 1 Feb 95 p 20 


{Article by “M. Ce.”: “Crash Averted; Prophets of Doom 
Defeated” } 


[FBIS Translated Text] Reason prevailed. For a moment 
the world waited with bated breath, but in the end the 
Great Crisis was averted. This, thanks to the aid that 
Clinton has extended by decree, but also thanks to the 
prompt mobilization by international finance in its 
various guises, both official (the IMF) and private (the 
banks). The Mexican business focuses our attention 
again on the issue of global markets. As with earth- 
quakes, a shock anywhere in the world has potentially 
devastating repercussions elsewhere. This was known. 
However, unlike in the past, governments and central 
banks have shown that they are well acquainted with the 
slender threads that constitute the fabric of the world 
business of credit and savings. The prophets of doom, 
such as George Soros, always brandishing the specter of 
a crisis like that of 1929, can sheathe their swords. 
Cooperation between private institutions, official 
bodies, and governments may not yet be able to govern 
the planet, but it can deal with an emergency. 


Turkey Must Join EU ‘To Curb’ Fundamentalism 


BRO102123795 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian ! 
Feb 95 p 12 


[Commentary by Dino Frescobaldi: “Foreign Ministry 
Out of the Corner”’] 


{FBIS Translated Text] What legacy did the old govern- 
ment bequeath to the new in the foreign policy field? 
First, our country’s image needs to be rebuilt. For some 
eight months we were made to stand in the corner 
internationally, as though affected by some contagious 
illness. Among other things, our position was unclear: 
Were we for or against the Europe of the Maastricht 
Treaty, were we willing to join the EU hard core some 
day or was it to be taken for granted that we would 
gradually dissociate ourselves from future accords in 
which many people believed that Spain was ready to take 
our place? 


Personal qualities aside, the new foreign minister bears 
the same name as the man who is perhaps the most 
famous Italian in the world. This fact must be exploited 
inasmuch as it can itself provide reassurance to interna- 
tional circles, which are always seeking symbolic signs. 
This, because, in present national and international 
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circumstances there 1s a greater need than ever to issue a 
message of credibility to a world audience that has long 
regarded us with suspicion. 


But it is also necessary to examine our foreign policy in 
relation to what 1s happening in what we could call our 
“immediate international context.” Atlanticism and 
Europeanism have been the two formulas, often repeated 
like a litany, on which Italian governments have always 
relied in the past. We are not saying that they have lost 
their velue, but now they are no longer enough. The Cold 
War 1s over, but Italy 1s still in a front tine. We have 
witnessed to Our east a war that 1s raging with little 
prospect of a solution, a war that could easily spread, 
involving other areas connected to our own interests and 
security. On the other hand we have a southern Medi- 
terranean shore that 1s growing increasingly overheated, 
despite some diplomatic progress. Here too we have 
major interests at stake. 


With regard to the former conflict, we know how things 
stand. Our action hitherto has been negligible. We do not 
belong to the so-called “Contact Group.” It 1s pointless 
to ponder whether this 1s a good thing or a bad thing. 
Judging trom what its member governments have 
achieved, we should opt for the latter conclusion. Nev- 
ertheless, we cannot conclude that it 1s mght that Italy 
should be unable to make its voice heard in this regard. 


As for what is happening on the other side of the 
Mediterranean-—and we are referring in particular to 
events in Algeria—our country had a recent opportunity 
tu have a say, but it did so not though the bodies 
provided by its government but thanks to the initiatives 
of the Community of Sant’ Egidio. It remains to be seen 
whether those initiatives will prove consistent with the 
intended purpose. 


Second, there 1s Mediterranean policy, which became a 
necessity in the face of the fanaticism that is wreaking 
havoc, and not only in Algeria. For years almost all our 
governments called for a grand conference to establish 
south of Europe the same climate of security and coop- 
eration that proved successful in central and northern 
Europe. The latest to do so was the Ciampi government. 
In the past the main obstacle to convening it was the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but at least that obstacle 
seems to have been eliminated. 


Now it has been agreed at the Council session in Essen 
that there will be a Euro-Mediterranean conference in 
Madrid in October. We will not say that we have been 
robbed of that initiative. It would be pointless to make a 
stubborn issue of it. The choice of Madrid stems from 
the fact that the conference will take place during the six 
months of Spain’s term of presidency. So nobody can 
complain about the fact that Spain will feature as its 
chief promoter. On the contrary, we should be pleased 
that another important country, apart from France. has 
moved along that path. Nevertheless, Italy must prepare 
to make its own contribution—and not merely a generic 
one, as has often happened. 
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After the enlargement of the EU to the north, the balance 
needs to be restored in the South. Turkey, Cyprus, and 
Malta have for some time constituted a “package” of 
would-be members. In Essen Italy spoke as the champion 
of Turkey's entry into the Union. It should permit at a 
single stroke the attainment of two results: on the one 
hand to resolve the Greek- Turkish conflict by ending the 
old rivalry over Cyprus; and on the other, precisely by 
means of Turkey's admission to the European circle, to 
provide a defensive curb to the expansion of the Balkan 
conflicts and Islamic radicalism. Except that the Ankara 
government seems to have decided to act against its own 
interests by adopting measures against the Kurdish pop- 
ulation and its representatives that Europe cannot 
accept. Thus the entire “package” has been delayed, and 
the losers are the (ypnots and Maltese. 


Third and last, our negotiations with Slovenia must be 
resumed and boosted. This is one of those instances in 
which a country, though having excellent arguments to 
assert in its own defense, has nevertheless managed to 
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put itself in the wrong, in many people's eyes. The loss of 
Istria was for us an outrage to which we had to submit 
through the fault of those who brought us into the war 
[World War II], initially making us both invaders and 
occupiers. But it is not fair that our compatriots in Istria 
should have to pay for this, without having the nght to 
reacquire their property, abandoned and expropriated in 
the past, as has happened 1n other cases. It 1s not right. or 
in its own interest, for Slovenia to refuse to do that which 
other countnes have done, partly to prove their break 
with their co-nmunist past. 


But that does not mean that we should, againsi our own 
interests, try to exert pressure by blocking the association 
with the EU of a country with which it would be useful 
under present circumstances to establish relations of 
close cooperation. The fact that there are new foreign 
ministers in both Rome and Ljubljana at the same time 
makes it possible to hope that negotiations can be 
resumes. 
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France Foresees Reduction in Cohesion Funds to 
Spain 

BRO102144795 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish | Feb 
95 p 16 


[Report by Carlos Segovia: “French Government 
Believes Cutbacks on Cohesion Funds to Spain Are 
Inevitable”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—The countries which 
make the largest contributions to the EU's [European 
Union] coffers are beginning to feel the sting of the six 
trillion pesetas [P] of cohesion funds allocated for Spain 
for the period up until 1999. These may well be the last 
funds of their kind to be allocated or may be consider- 
ably curtailed in the future, despite the fact that the 
Spanish Government has based its strategy for integra- 
tion into the EU on obtaining, in exchange, the recogni- 
tion of the cohesion principle and a continuing transfer 
of funds from Brussels to the countries with the lowest 
per capita incomes. 


In the EU, everything moves slowly, and whoever makes 
the first move has the upper hand. Within the next few 
months, the Maastricht Treaty is coming up for renewal 
and it has become imperative to start setting the ground 
rules for the creation of a EU with more than 15 
members. 


The head of the French Government, Edouard Balladur, 
who is also a likely candidate for the presidency of the 
French Republic, has asked his staff to draw up a report 
on the actual amounts paid to Spain from the cohesion 
funds. Reliable sources close to the prime minister's 
office in Matignon asked to remain anonymous, and for 
their statements not to be quoted word for word. How- 
ever, they did clearly indicate that, in the French Gov- 
ernment’s view, Spain is already receiving a considerable 
and even excessive amount of aid, which will have to be 
discontinued when the EU is enlarged to the Eastern 
European countries. 


They stressed that the currently agreed aid will expire in 
1999 and should not be extended. The accession of 
Poland, the Czech Republic, and other countries ts 
planned for that date. Nevertheiess, former Economy 
Minister Carlos Solchaga recently said that Spain would 
not be on a par with the EU until the year 2010, which 
meant that cohesion aid would continue to be necessary 
over the next decade. 


A European Socialist Group report forecasts that, if 
everyihing stays the same, the European Commission 
will require twice as much resources, that is, 140 billion 
ECUs [European Currency Unit] (P22 tnilion). How- 
ever, Balladur is not ready to foot the bill, given that 
France is one of the EU's major contributors. 


According to the same sources, the countries that joined 
the European Community in the 1970's and 1980's 
(Ireland, Greece, Spain, and Portugal) will have to 
tighten their belts to allow for the former soviet satellite 
countries’ needs. 


AIN 
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The French Government is not setting out to attack tts 
neighboring country on the other side of the Pyrences, 
but rather, it is assigning Spain the role of a great nation 
within the new Europe. This is one of the reasons why it 
sees no need to subsidize it. 


The French prime minister does not believe the EU can 
encure the stability of its future single currency or a high 
level of defensive and military capabilities unless Spain, 
Italy, and Britain play a major role in this process. 


Thus the French prime minister's position runs counter 
to the document drafted by the German CDU's [Chris- 
tian Democratic Union] parliamentary group, which 
excluded these three countnes from the EU's so-called 
hard core or motive force (the select group which will be 
the first to adopt a single currency). This German 
document had already been rejected by Spanish Foreign 
Minister Javier Solana and had led the then Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi to address a formal 
protest to German Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 


Aid to Mexico ‘Birth of Enterprise Socialism’ 
BRO102132395 Madrid ABC in Spanish 1 Feb 9S p 17 


{Editorial: “Enterprise Socialism” | 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bill Clinton yesterday declared 
“war” on the new U.S. Congress with a clearly conser- 
vative majority. The President announced that although 
Congress voted against granting Mexico credit guaran. 
tees worth $40 billion, he intends to ignore the voice of 
the people's representatives and use his presidential 
prerogative to send that money south of the Rio Grande. 


Clinton has surrounded himself with a group of former 
presidents and secretaries of state in order to make his 
new proposal seem more reasonable to the US. people. 
whom he had hitherto not succeeded in convincing. but 
everything indicates that the new formula devised by 
Clinton as an alternative io the one rejected by Congress 
will be criticized even more by the electorate. 


The already rejected proposal only envisaged granting 
$40 billion in bank guarantees. That is, credits for 
enterprises established in Mexico totaling that sum 
would be backed in the event of their not meeting ther 
commitments, something that would not necessarily 
occur. On the other hand, Clinton's new executive deci- 
sion provides a hard cash $20 billion loan from the 
United States, plus the President's pledge that he will try 
to persuade the IMF and the Bank for International 
Settlements to make loans of $17 billion and $10 billion 


respectively. 


The problem's origin lies in the collapse of the Mexican 
currency, which has lost 50 percent of its value over the 
past six weeks. In the face of that catastrophe, President 
Clinton is trying to present the proposal as a life belt for 
his southern partners in the Free Trade Agreement. But 
is it really so? Are the Mexicans the really needy ones” 
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The enthusiasm aroused by the offers of financial sup- 
port from Washington among the Mexicans has been 
very slight. There are few Mexican businessmen who 
have not received their currency’s devaluation with 
satisfact:on. The overvaluation from which the peso was 
hitherto suffering was making it almost impossible for 
Mexican industres to export, while buying abroad was 
extremely cheap for most Mexicans, an untenable situa- 
tion. 


Everything indicates that the underlying cause of this 
U.S. outlay in Mexico ts in fact support for the U-S. 
investments in that country, which receive their divi- 
dends in pesos and have therefore seen their profits 
halved, if not turned directly into losses. But, as several 
U.S. conservative thinkers have quite mghtly said, this 
represents the birthof an “enterprise socialism.” That 1s, 
the state will protect U.S. citizens’ investments abroad, 
and if the financial venture proves unsuccessful, they 
will be compensated at taxpayers’ expense. It 1s certainly 
the appearance of the paternal state’s umbrella in one of 
its most pedestrian forms. Free market ideas are at a low 
ebb. 


Clinton's Mexican Aid Plan Termed ‘Pyrrhic 
Victory’ 

BRO1I02132498 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 1 Feb 95 p 
49 


[Commentary by Antonio Cano: “Fear of Spread to 
Other Emergent Economies” ] 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Bill Clinton's decision 
to act by decree in order to save Mexico seems for the 
present to have served to contain the intensification of 
the crisis to the south of the Rio Grande, but the White 
House's failure to secure Congress’ support for a more 
ambitious plan sends a message which in the medium 
term should fill Mexico and the other emerging econo- 
mies with concern. 
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if the President did not succeed in winning Congress and 
public opinion over to his side in a crisis which was 
presented as a threat to U.S. national security, what ts 
the future of U_S. foreign ard, which was traditionally 
treated bilateraly and above debate between the political 
parties” 


In the case of Mexico, in the first place, what 1s at issue 
is not direct aid but just credit guarantees. The tax- 
payers money 1s at risk, but the United States does not 
necessarily have to spend :t if Mexico can make out on 
its own. The Mexican crisis also involves an u.crease in 
emigration, political instability on the border, and, 
overall, a scenario which ts a cencern of the highest 
priority for Washington. 


If ail those circumstances were not enough to sensitize a 
Congress controlled by the Republican Party, how would 
it react in the event of a crisis in Pes, Argentina, Brazil, 
or other Latin American countnes which have made 
great social sacrifices in order to structure their econo- 
mies according to US. hkine’ 


And, continuing with this idea, tf Washington reacts so 
reluctantly on its own continent, what could be its degree 
of commitment to the emergent economies o1 the coun- 
tnes of East Europe and Asia” 


Clinton's action yesterday is armed at showing thal, over 
and above the domestic political difficulties with which 
he has to deal, he 1s personally prepared to take risks for 
the sake of supreme interests, such as the stability of the 
international markets. That 1s the positive side of this 
episode. Clinton was presenting himself as the winner 
yesterday, but it 1s a pyrrhic victory, and the assurance 
which it gives in the medium term is slight. Would 
Clinton take those same risks three months from the 
presidential election” 
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Denmark 


Rasmussen Critical of U.S. Over Thule Affair 


BRO102152195 Copenhagen POLITIKEN in Danish ! 
Feb 9 pl 


[Report by Lotte Lund: “Poul Nyrup Rasmussen Criticizes 
United States”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Ras- 
mussen (Social Democratic Party) yesterday criticized the 
United States for keeping secret infoxmation in the Thule 
affair. 


He also lent his support to Foreign Minister Niels Helveg 
Petersen (Radical Liberal Party) in his demand to the 
Americans that they hand over all the relevant material 
relating to the Thule affair. 


“The situation in |! 968 has still not been fully 1!)uminated. 
We still do not know what information we could have been 
given and what information we were not given. This is an 
unsatisfactory situation,” Nyrup Rasmussen said at his 
weekly news conference at the Prime Minister's Office. 


On Friday [27 January] the Foreign Ministry lifted the 
censorship of the memorandum which shows that the 
United States withheld information from the Danish 
authorities relating to the bomber which crashed near 
Thule in 1968 with four hydrogen bombs on board. 


The prime minister also sard that the Health Ministry and 
the Institute for Radiation Protection are currently 
working to complete a request to the United States which 
is designed to bring the last classified information to light. 


U.S. Ambassador Edward Elliott Elson told the TV-Avisen 
program yesterday that the United States wants to be of 
assistance in clearing up the Thule affair, but that there 
will be information which cannot be handed over for 
reasons of U.S. national security 


Liberals Launch Proposals for Future EU 
Priorities 


BR0202091495 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish I Feb 95 p 8 


[Report by Frans Ronnov: “Liberals Dampen EU Enthu- 
siasm™] 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Liberals have prepared a new 
EU [European Union] initiative. After years of EU inte- 
gration “in depth,” the EU should concentrate in coming 
years on expanding “in breadth.” However. the Liberals 
still maintain that the European Parliament should be 
strengthened. 


The Liberals still want an end to the Danish EU opt-outs. 
The party also still wants to see the European Parliament 
strengthened and given the right of initiative, and wants 
the EU system to develop into a real bicameral system. 


FBIS-WEL -95-022 
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But the Liberals also want to apply the brakes to a process 
which could lead to development in the direction of a 
“United States of Europe.” And, as the front page of 
today’s BERLINGSKE TIDENDE reports, limits should 
be set on what the EU can become involved in. 


This can be read in the Liberals’ new EU program, “The 
New Challenge—A Complete Europe,” which was 
approved by the party's Folketing group on Tuesday [31 
January}. The program defines in 30 specific points what 
the Liberals want. 


It makes clear that the EU after years of greater integration 
“in depth” should now concentrate primarily on 
expanding “in breadth.” 


“That ts to say, the most important task right now ts to get 
a number of new countnes into the EU,” said Eva Kyjer 
Hansen, chairman of the Liberals’ EU committee. “This 
will lead to a number of changes. But at the same time, 
there will be a greater need for common regulations in a 
number of areas. This applies particularly to refugees and 
immigration,” she sard. 


More Openness 


Among the many elements in the program are the fol- 
lowing: 


—The European Parliament should have a home in one 
place—in Brussels. 


—Elections to the European Parliament should be held on 
the same day in all member countries 


—The principle of subsidiarity should be put into effect 
and defined. 


—A deluge of initiatives should be launched to ensure 
more openness in the EU system. 


—The Eastern European countries should have the possi- 
bility of long transitional arrangements before they 
become full members of the union. 


—There must of necessity be a difference between the 
influence the large EU countries have and that which the 
small EU countnes have. This is something that the 
Dane have to recognize. But on this point the EU 
program employs language which is significantly more 
didactic than the formulations used by the party 
chairman. 


—The Council of Ministers should be retained as the 
“decisionmaking pivot” of the EU. But the Libcrals 
want to introduce a rule on a “double qualified major- 
ity” im matters which can be decided by a qualified 
majority. 


This means that both the number of countries voting and 
the number of voters they represent would be taken into 
account. 


—All EU countries should be represented in the EU 
Commission. 


—The European Parliament should be able to dismiss 
individual commissioners. 
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—The parliament should be given the nght of initiative. 
This means that it would have the mght to instruct the 
European Commiss.on to put forward proposals in 
certain areas. 

—All member countries should have the right to hold the 
chairmanship of the EU for a six-month penod. 


The chairman of the Liberal Party recently indicated thai 
it was uncertain whether this arrangement could continue. 


Poll Shows Fall in Social Democratic Support 


BR3101113595 Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
SONDAG in Danish 29 Jan 95 p 6 


[Report by Louise Fleischer: “New Gallup Poll a Slap in 
the Face for Poul Nyrup Rasmussen”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Finance Minister Mogens Lykketoft 
thinks that it is individual issues such as Ritt Byerregaard’s 
ministerial pension which will cost the Social Democratic 
Party seven parliamentary seats. Election researchers say 
that the Conservative People’s Party is making gains 
because [party leader] Hans Engel! does not make a fool of 
himself. 


Prime Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen has been slapped 
by the voters. 


If there were an election to the Folketing tomorrow he 
would lose seven seats and the Social Democratic group 
would be trimmed down to 55 Folketing deputies. 


A hard blow for a party which had already lost seven seats in 
the election to the Folketing last September. There are 
indications that the Conservatives are running away with 
some of Nyrup Rasmussen's votes. In any case, Hans 
Engell’s party has made considerable gains: five more seats. 


These are the main trends in today’s Gallup poll which 
psephologist Hans Jorgen Nielsen calls “surprising”: 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 21 


“I had expected that the Social Democratic Party would 
make gains. Because they have pursued popular policies 
which normally would pay off. So it ts paradoxical that 
they have not done so. But part of the explanation ts 
probably that the government ts not outgoing enough. It is 
unable to communicate its results to the voters. And then 
I think that Nyrup Rasmussen's ministers seem a little 
bureaucratic to people.” Hans Jorgen Nielsen said. 


Finance Minister Mogens Lykketoft (Social Democratic 
Party) believes that the many personal rssues and, lately, 
the fight over Ritt Byerregaard’s pension have hurt the 
Social Democratic Party. 


“Our party's and the government's problem 1s of course 
that the debate too often 1s about individuals and not 
about politics. And that 1s always costly,” he said. 


In the Conservative People’s Party Hans Engell ts very 
satisfied with the Gallup poll. 


“We have escaped unscathed from a horrible year with, 
among other things, the Tamil affair and the change of 
party leader. Now I feel a growing optimism in the party. 
But it 1s a long time to the next election. So therefore | want 
to say that i 1S important that all conservatives arm 
themselves with revolutionary patience,” Engell said. 


Hans Jorgen Nielsen believes that Engell’s personal style 1s 
part of the explanation for the conservative success. 


“Engell seems reliable and friendly. Accepted by most 
people. And he does not make a fool of himself,” Hans 
Jorgen Nielsen said. 


“You could say that he appeals to solid conservative 
opinion—I usually call them the manufacturers and the 
tradesmen. And less to the business school people who fall 
for Riskaer Pedersen and Uffe Ellemann-Jensen.” 


The Liberal Party, the Socialist People’s Party, and the 
Radical Liberal Party are are making gains. While the 
Progress Party and the Center Democrats are suffering 
losses. Mimi Jakobsen's party 1s right down on the 
threshold for representation in the Folketing. 





Question: How would you vote if there were a Folketing election tomorrow? 

































































Election 21 Sep 94 Oct 94 Nov 94 Dec 94 20-26 Jan 95 
Social Democratic Party 346 32.9 327 _j[ Rs wv?!” 
Radical Liberal Party 46 $4 eee ee, $2 
Conservative People's Party 15.0 18.3 is8 is 17.7 
Center Democrats 28 23 yy Tt 20 
Socialist People’s Party 73 14 a9 97 83 
Chnstian People’s Party 19 i 
Liberal Party 233 Ti es %2 252 
Progress Party 64 47 as r 48 re 
Unity List 31 28 28 26 2” 
Others® [footnote] 1.0 33 24 43 25 
otal 100.0 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 




















*Candidates outside parties, and parties with less than 2 percen: =) the vote 
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Distribution of Seats 

Gallup Poll 1994 Elec- 
thoa 
Socsal Democratic Party $$ 62 
Radecal Liberal Party 9 * 
Conservative People’s Party 32 2? 
Center Democrats 4 5 
Soctalest People’s Party 1S 13 
Liberal Party 45 42 
Progress Party 9 i! 
Unity Lest 6 6 
Finland 

Foreign Minister Haavisto Resigns 


LDO102141595 Helsinki Suomen Yletsradio Network in 
Swedish 1300 GMT 1 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Heikki Haavisto, Finland's ailing 
foreign minister, has resigned. Haavisto has handed in his 
letter of resignation to Prime Minister Esko Aho. Aho says 
that the Center Party will choose a new foreign minister 
tomorrow and that the new foreign minister will then be 
appointed at a government meeting on Friday [3 February]. 
Haavisto suffered a brain hemorrhage one and a half weeks 


ago. 


New Foreign Minister Appointed 


LDO102193695 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1900 GMT I Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The new Finnish foreign min- 
ister will be manager Paavo Rantanen from the Nokia 
concern. Prime Minister Esko Aho announced a short 
while ago that the leadership of the Center Party chose 
Rantanen after Heikki Haavisto resigned today. Joun 
Turunen repo ts: 


[Turunen] The new foreign minister of the government 
was found from the Nokia concern. The surprise choice of 
Prime Minister Esko Aho, Rantanen, is the manager 
responsible for trade policy matters at Nokia and a 
member of the Nokia Board of Management. Before 
Nokia, however, Rantanen had a long career at the Foreign 
Ministry. His last post was ambassador to Washington in 
the middle of the 1980's. Despite this, Rantanen is fairly 
unknown, especially to the younger generation in Finland. 


The new foreign minister is not a member of the Center 
Party and comes from outside politics. The newest 
member of the government is, however, connected to 
Nokia and business life. [passage omitted] 


Norway 


‘Subdued’ Debate on Attitudes to EU Membership 


BRO202111795 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian ! 
Feb 95 p 8 


[Report by Geir Salvesen: “No-Side Call for EU Pause™| 
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{FBIS Translated Text] The first foreign affairs debate in the 
Storting since the referendum on Norwegian membership of 
the EU [European Union] was in sharp contrast to all the 
bickering dating from the period prior to 28 November. The 
tone of the debate was far more subdued. The no-side had 
put much of the tnumph over their victory behind them. but 
they wanted <n answer to one main question: Would the 
Norwegian Government, the Norwegian Labor [ariy. or 
those who voted yes to EU-membership once again raise the 
possibility of Norwegian membership now that the Norwe- 
gian people has said no for a second time? Recent signals 
sent out by Labor Party leaders, such as Gro Harlem 
Brundtland and Thorbjorn Jagland, could point in this 
direction, it was claimed. 


However, nobody on the yes-side was willing to give any 
guarantees to this effect. 


“] am not prepared to say ‘no, not ever,” Haakon Blanken- 
borg said. But the chairman of the Storting Foreign Affairs 
Committee did assuage some of the simmering feelings of 
insecurity in the no-camp by saying the following: 


“In the present situation there are two alternatives which 
are as bad as each other. The first would be to give notice of 
a return contest and a new membership application. The 
second would be to close the door on Norwegian member- 
ship of the EU, regardless of what might happen here in 
Norway or in the world around us. The first alternative 
would create worry and uncertainty about the way ahead for 
Norway; the second would rob those who will later be 
making the decisions here in Norway of their freedom of 


The no-side was to some extent appeased by the fact that 
there was no hint of any return contest on the horizon. 
However, the no-camp then split into two: The Socialist Left 
Party's Erik Solheim said that he was one of those “who 
want to be free to evaluate the EU issue once again when we 
know whether the EU ts heading toward a tighter-knit union 
or a form of open cooperation in Europe—perhaps even a 
multi-speed Europe.” He thus left the door open for a 
reonentation toward Europe, and received several apprecia- 
tive pats on the back for doing so—including one from 
Foreign Minister Byorn Tore Godal. 


“But today this is meaningless speculation. Today we must 
save both ourselves and Norwegian society from having 
any more return contests. We need a break from the EU 
that we could use to give us a chance to examine other key 
issues facing our country,” Solheim said. 


Would you join the EU if the Eastern bloc countries join” 


“I have never tried to hide the fact that a genuinely 
pan-European EU is a direction in which | would like to 
go. However, this depends on several things. and | have 
not yet drawn any conclusions,” Solheim told AFTEN- 
POSTEN. 
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Center Party leader Anne Enger Lahnstein refraimed from 
saving even a single -yord about an EEA [European Eco- 
numuc Area] battle in her main speech, but otherwise she 
criticized the government for accommodating “the EU so 
one-sidedly and rather uncritically.” 


Whining 
“The Center Party has reached the conclusion that you 


should not change your views regardless cf what happens 
in the world,” Blankenborg retorted. 


“And we must ask that the perrod of mourning for the 
party in government come to an end,” Lahnstein replied. 


Earlier Foreign Minister Byorn Tore Godal had been 
accused of whining and complaiming about the negative 
result of the referendum. However. he did not want to take 
this accusation lying down: 


“Pointing out that 15 friendly countnes—including our 
closest neighbors—have chosen to make the EU their 
forum for cooperation, and that this will affect our plan- 
ning, cannot be called whining. If it does count as whining, 
then I shall continue to “whine,” Godal said. 


Prime Minister Gro Harlem Brundtland only touched on 
the topic of the EU, saying that we cannot simply put the 
attention we pay to the EU countries on hold. 


Sweden 


Russian Opposition Leader Criticizes Yeltsin 


LD3101205095 Stockholm Sveriges Radio Network in 
Swedish 1645 GMT 31 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Russian opposition politician 
and reform economist Grigority Yavlinskry ts currently 
visiting Sweden. Yavlinskiy, who 1s considered to be a 
possible future president of Russia, is extremely critical 
toward President Yeltsin, and not only because of the war 
in Chechnya. He is of the opinion that there 1s no doubt 
that Yeltsin is responsible for the development now taking 
place in Russia. [passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] Yeltsin is the one who is steering Russia, 
he 1s the one who makes the decisions, Yavlinskiy says. He 
does not believe the theory that Yeltsin would have lost his 
grip and become some sort of puppet figure, as is some- 
times implied. Yavlinskiy, who first became famous for 
grandiose reform plans for the Russian economy under 
Gorbachev, has always had a critical attitude toward 
Yeltsin. A year ago he was very much against Yeltsin's 
constitutional proposal that gave the president an enor- 
mously high level of power. Now we are seeing the results, 
he says: A just about dictatorial leader. [passage omitted: 
Yaviinskiy in Russian] 


[Correspondent] Yeltsin is now a long way away from 
democracy and the democratic forces, Yavlinskiy says. 
Instead, Yeltsin and his followers are turning Russia into a 
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country with totally monopolized economy, non- 
democratic political structures, and a thoroughly criminal- 
ized society, Yaviinskiy says. [passage omitted: on Yavlin- 
skiy and his party] 


[Correspondent] The war in Chechnya, Yavlinskiy says, 
can only be stopped if Yeltsin is forced to leave power. 
[passage omitted: Yavlinskiy in Russian] 


[Correspondent] With Yeltsin in power it will be incred- 
ibly difficult to stop the war. After everything that has 
happened, it 1s most likely that Chechnya ts now going to 
leave Russia, Yavlinskiy says. 


Yaviinskty is a person who ts often mentioned as a possible 
presidential candidate in the elections in June 1996. His 
personal popularity ts great, but what works against him ts 
that he has no solid power base in Russia. [passage 
onutted: Yaviinskiy in Russian] 


[Correspondent} If the elections take place, I will be a 
candidate, Yavitnsk y says. But there 1s a great risk that the 
elections will be cancelled or rigged, he says, a lot tells us 
that Yeltsin does not want to relinquish power. 


Poll Points to Social Democrat Losses 


BR3001124295 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in 
Swedish 27 Jan 95 p A7 


[Report by Dick Ljungberg: “Collapse for Social Demo- 
crats But Rise for the Left”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Now the Social Democrats are 
having to feel the cold winds which come with government 
power. After the Persson plan last fall and the austerity 
budget on 10 January, the party has been the victim of a 
collapse in the opinion polls and finds itself under 40 
percent in the January opinion poll conducted by 
DAGENS NYHETER and Temo. The Left Party has 
become the third largest party in the Riksdag. 


The Moderate Coalition Party 1s also doing well. The 
Christian Democratic Community Party [KDS] on the 
other hand which barely managed to get across the 4 
percent threshold in the election 1s continuing its move 
backward and is down to 3 percent. 


Together the Social Democrats and the Left Party still 
have a lead over the nonsocialists: 48 percent against 43. 
But the distance has narrowed: In December it was 50-42, 
in November 51-41. 


In Temo’s November survey hardly any changes had taken 
place since the September election despite the EU [Euro- 
pean Union] referendum and though the Persson plan was 
known. The Social Democrats stayed at their election 
result of over 45 percent. 


The Women Said No 


But then the collapse came. From November to December 
the government party lost 2 percentage points and from 
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December to January no less than 3.5. Today's figure, 39.5 
percent, is the lowest since December 1991. 


According to Temo’s detailed figures, the decrease from 
November to December was mostly due to the fact that 
women dropped the Social Democrats. Women usually 
react most strongly against cuts in the welfare systems. 


From December to January losses were made mainly 
among men. 


The Left Party on the other hand has seen an upward trend 
since November of 6.5, 7.0, and 8.5 percent. This despite 
the fact that the Left Party has reached agreement with the 
government on the austerity measures in the Persson plan, 
the financing of the EU contribution, and even supports 
some of the government's budget cutsbacks. 


Moderates on Their Way Up 


But by beginning to cooperate with the Social Democrats, 
{Left Party leader} Gudrun Schyman has come to the 
center of the political debate. 


The Left Party's result is a Temo record. The last time the 
party came close, 8 percent in some polls, was in the 1990 
preelection year when the Social Democrats showed a 
record low of about 30 percent. 


It was during the same period that the Moderates last had 
better results than today in the opinion polls. Their Temo 
figures since November are 22.5, 24.5, and 26.5 percent. 


It was in November that DAGENS NYHETER last pub- 
lished an opinion poll, but Temo also made an (unpub- 
lished) survey in December. 


Today's poll was taken during the period 18-25 January 
and includes telephone interviews with 1,029 eligible 
voters. The result, with the changes since December in 
parentheses: 
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The Moderates 25.5 (+ 1.0), the Liberal Party 7.0 (+ 0.5), 
the Center Party 7.5 (no change), KDS 3.0 (- 0.5), Social 
Democrats 39.5 (- 3.5), the Left Party 8.5 (+ 1.5), the 
Green Ecology Party 7.0 (no change), New Democracy 1.0 
{+ 0.5), and other parties 1.0 (+ 0.5). The proportion of 
undecided voters is 9.0 percent. 


The Social Democrats (45.8 in the election) and KDS (4.1 
in the election) are now below their election results from 
September last year. 


Above their election results are the Left Party (6.2), the 
Moderates (22.4) and the Green Ecology Party (5.0). 


More or less at the same level as their election results are 
the Center Party and—despite the fight for the party 
leadership—the Liberal Party which in September 1994 
obtained 7.7 and 7.2 percent respectively. 


The Young Vote for the Left Party 


Since December the Moderates have lost ground aomng 
the youngest group of voters, those between 18 and 29. 
Here the party had 28 percent earlier compared to 21 
percent now. In the next age group, 30-44 years old, the 
Moderates have, however, made gains and moved from 18 
to 27 percent. 


In the youngest voter group it is instead the Left Party that 
has advanced from 5 percent in December to 14 percent 
today. 


Temo also measures the firmness of the interviewees’ 
choice of party. 


The proportion of people who in January declared their 
preferred party and were firm in their choice is 65.6 
percent of the electorate. 


This is a sharp decrease from December's 78 percent, but 
low certainty usually accompanies great changes in voter 
sympathies. 
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Sep 1994 Oct 1994 Nov 1994 Dec 1994 Jan 1995 
Number of 1,358 1,008 1,026 1,043 1,029 
interviewees 
“Preferred party” in percent —_ 
Moderates 21.5 24.5 22.5 24.5 25.5 
Liberal Party 7.0 6.0 7.0 6.5 70 
Center Party 7.0 70 15 7.5 15 
KDS 4.5 40 40 3.5 3.0 
Social Democrats 45.0 43.5 45.0 43.0 39.5 
Left Party 6.5 7.0 6.5 7.0 8.5 
New Democracy 1.0 1.0 1.0 0.5 1.0 
Green Ecology Party 7.0 6.5 6.0 7.0 7.0 
Others 0.5 05 0.6 0.6 1.0 

100 100 100 100 100 

Percent undecided 85 25 8.0 8.5 9.0 
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UN Says Reports on Clark Remarks ‘Unfounded’ 


NC0102174995 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Ci ae Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 
1] Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The United Nations has informed 
the Cypriot Government that everything that has been 
reported about the opposition of Joe Clark, the UN 
secretary general’s special representative in Cyprus, to 
Cyprus’ accession to the European Union is unfounded. 
Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said the gov- 
ernment received this information with pleasure and con- 
siders the issue finished. 


Progress on Cyprus Accession to EU Viewed 


Specific Date for Talks Sought 


NC0102174895 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 
I] Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Government spokesman Ioannis 
Kasoulidhis said the Cypriot Government agrees with the 
way in which former Greek Deputy Former Minister 
loannis Kranidhiotis handled the issue of Cyprus’ Euro- 
pean course and its results. 


Asked how the original Cypriot position and the French 
Presidency proposal on arranging accession negotiations 
differ, Kasoulidhis said the original Cypriot position was 
that a specific date be set for beginning accession negotia- 
tions while the proposal that is currently being discussed 
provides for a timetable. The spokesman said: This does 
not change things too much. He added that the Greek and 
Cypriot Governments do not disagree on how the issue 
should be handled. 


Interim Upgrade of Relations 


NC0102202595 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1700 GMT 
I] Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] During a meeting this afternoon in 
Brussels, the European Commission decided to suggest to 
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the European Union [EU] foreign ministers that accession 
negotiations with Cyprus begin at the latest within six 
months of the conclusion of the 1996 intergovernmental 
conference. 


According to reliable CyBC [Cyprus Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration] information, the European Commission also 
decided to suggest to the Council of Ministers, which will 
confer next Monday [6 February], that in the meantime 
Cyprus’ relations with the EU should be upgraded through 
participation in ministerial councils and through top level 
political talks, and also that pre-accession negotiations 
should be held to prepare Cyprus for the substantive 
accession talks that will follow. The European Commission 
will suggest that the EU- Turkish customs union go into 
effect on | January 1996. The Commission stressed that 
the situation regarding human mghts in Turkey must 
improve before then. 


EU Commissioner Hans van den Broek, who made the 
suggestions based on EU observer Serge Abou’s report, will 
convey the commission’s suggestions. Foreign Minister 
Alekos Mikhailidhis will meet Van den Broek tomorrow in 
Brussels to discuss the issue of Cyprus’ accession. 


Support From Portuguese President 


NC0102201995 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 1600 GMT 
1 Feb 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Portuguese President Mario 
Alberto Soares supported unreservedly the enlargement of 
the European Union [EU] with the inclusion of Cyprus 
and Malta. Answering a question by House of Represen- 
tatives President Alexis Galanos, Soares stressed that 
Malta and Cyprus are European countries that have con- 
tributed significantly to European civilization. He men- 
tioned, however, that the EU must accept the countries 
when the conditions are right and with respect for the rules 
and institutions of the organizations in which the new 
countries will participate. 
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Hearings on FYROM Economic Blockade 
Discussed 


Judgment Against Greece ‘Serious Precedent’ 


NC3101191995 Paris AFP in English 1627 GMT 31 
Jan 95 


[By Alain Navarro] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Athens, Jan 31 (AFP)}— 
Greece appears in the dock of the European Court of 
Justice in Luxembourg on Wednesday [1 February] in a 
case brought by the European Commission because 
Greece has failed to drop an economic blockade of 
neighbouring Maceconia imposed a year ago. 


Isolated in the European Union over the issue, Greek 
officials are nonetheless putting on a show of confidence 
about the verdict, expected in May, saying a judgment 
against Greece would be a “serious precedent.” 


European Affairs Minister Yeoryios Mangakis said: “We 
are full ot fighting optimism, based on the facts and not 
attitudes of mind.” He said he was convinced the court 
could not pronounce on a matter relating to the national 
sovereignty of an EU member state. [passage omitted) 


Lawyers Present Arguments 


NCO102204695 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 1 Feb 95 


{Report by correspondent Mairi Savva from Luxem- 
bourg—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The European Court in Luxem- 
bourg concluded its behind-closed-doors hearing of the 
lawsuit that the European Commission filed against 
Greece in connection with the embargo against Skopje 
{The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia— 
FYROM}. The 12 judges listened carefully to the basic 
Greek arguments that were presented in detail by three 
distinguished lawyers Vasilis Kouris, Perakis, and loan- 
nou. 


The lawyers mainly stressed that the reasons that forced 
the Greek Government to adopt countermeasures 
against Skopje were clearly political and that this was a 
Greek sovereign right that no one could dispute. The 
Greek lawyers primarily referred to the historical and 
political dimension of the issue of Skopje and then 
explained that it is the first time in European Court 
history that a member state is being charged on an issue 
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that 1s connected with its national sovereignty. Perakis 
said: In other words, the limits of the partners’ foreign 
policy and crucial options for viial national interests and 
for the protection of historical and cultural national 
identity—which Europe says it respects—are on trial. 
The lawyers also replied to the European Commission's 
reasoning that the Greek embargo against Skopje dam- 
aged communal trade. 


Satisfied with the development of the hearing, the three 
men explained their arguments refuting the charges 
against Greece, that by imposing the embargo 11 used 
authority that it did not have. 


The European Court decision will become known by 
June at the latest but the British general attorney's 
suggestion will be announc:d before that, within four to 
six weeks. 


Although community officials have lately supported a 
conviction for Greece, the climate might change in the 
future because no statements can be made in view of the 
European Court decision. In addition, many officials 
such as Lord Owen and EU Commissioner Hans van den 
Broek have recently encountered more and more of 
[FYROM President Kiro] Gligorov’s intransigence. 


Mangakis Defends Measures 


NCO102205395 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1800 GMT 1 Feb 95 


[Statement by Deputy Foreign Minister Ycoryios- 
Alexandros Mangakis to correspondent Mina Asimako- 
poulou in Athens—recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] We are going to this procedure 
with really great self-confidence about the correctness of 
our arguments and our positions. Our arguments fall into 
two categories. The first is the indisputably legal one: 
According to the rules that characterize the European 
Union, we are allowed to take these measures. The basic 
arguinent that goes beyond the legal arguments is a 
profoundly political. substantive argument, which will 
be ignored with great difficulty: Skopjye’s [The Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia—FY ROM] stance pre- 
sents us with a threat to our national interests, specifi- 
cally the interests of our national sovereignty and terr- 
torial integrity. So, from the moment that we are facing 
the top issue for a country, its national sovereigrty. we 
have the right to take the measures we consider appro- 
priate to protect our national sovereignty. We base our 
position on the fact that we have adopted measures while 
taking care to adopt only those that are extremely 
necessary and not at all exaggerated. 
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France Seeking Formula To Overcome Greek Veto 


T.40202103695 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 0940 
GMT 2 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Feb 2 (A.A)}—Francois 
Doppfer, the ambassador of European Union [EU] term- 
chairman France, said Turkey is dynamic enough in 
order to join EU. 


In a press conference that followed a luncheon given by 
Turkish businessmen for the ambassadors of the EU 
member countries on Wednesday [1 February], Doppfer 
said the French Presidency was searching for formulas 
that would be acceptable to all sides for overcoming the 
Greek veto. 


“Europe does not want a Customs Union with Turkey in 
order to create an economic crisis in Turkey. On the 
contrary, it is to provide stability and development in 
the country which has an important place in the region,” 
Doppfer said. 


Replying to questions about overcoming the technical 
difficulties that lingered in the framework agreement on 
the Customs Union, “the remaining points, which are 
two or three, can be worked in several hours, or a day, if 
the political will exist,” said Ambassador Michael Lake, 
the EU Commission’s representative to Ankara. 


Lake declined to say what the difficulties were, as talks 
were still going on. 


Ataman: Iranian Nuclear Capability Not 
‘Welcome’ 

140102153795 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1500 
GMT 1 Feb 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Feb | (A.A)}—Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman said that Turkey 
could not welcome countries in the region to have 
nuclear weapons threatening the neighbors. 


Ataman, replying to questions on allegations that Iran 
could have nuclear weapons in near future, reminded 
that it was known that Iran was building a nuclear power 
plant. Yet, Ataman stressed, Turkey does not have 
information if Iran is going to use this plant for military 
purposes, he said. 


Ataman said that Iranian officials repeatedly confirmed 
that the plant would be used for peaceful purposes. 


Government Heads Discuss Forming New 
Government 


Ciller: TPP Carried ‘Flame’ 


740102173195 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1600 GMT 1 Feb 95 


[FBiS Translated Text} Prime Minister Tansu Ciller has 
stated that it is impossible to form a government without 
the participation of the True Path Party [TPP] and 
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added that the government to be formed will certainly be 
an executive government. Reiterating that elections will 
be held in 1996, Ciller stated that the government is 
determined to proceed in its path, the economic struggle 
will yield fruits starting in May or June, and the future ts 
bright. The TPP Administrative Council convened 
under Ciller at its new headquarters for the first time. 


In her opening speech, Ciller said that the TPP has 
carried the flame of freedom since the Democratic Party 
and Justice Party became defunct. Noting that great 
efforts have been exerted toward democracy, Ciller 
added that national traditions occupy an important 
place in this struggle. Explaining that democracy, with all 
its institutions and laws, is functioning in Turkey at 
present, Ciller said that Turkey has achieved an exem- 
plary position within this framework and geographic 
location. 


[Begin Ciller recording] If we have faith in democracy, 
then we also must believe in the necessity of having 
democracies. Our people chose not to have us form the 
government on our own when general elections were 
held within this framework in 1991. The need for a 
coalition arose. The question of whether democracy can 
work in Turkey, however, arises against the background 
of many years in which coalitions did not function as 
they should, were unable to solve problems, and exhib- 
ited incompetence in tackling the country’s issues. As 
you can see, democracy can function in Turkey. [end 
recording] 


Demirel: New Government ‘Inevitable’ 


TA02021200985 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1000 GMT 2 Feb 95 


[Video report by Gulen Bican in Bombay] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Aboard the plane on his way 
to Bombay, President Suleyman Demirel spoke to 
reporters. 


Asked whether, given the latest developments in 
domestic politics, a new government and a new vote of 
confidence will be necessary, the president replied that 
the business of setting up a government 1s not new for 
Turkey. He said: At the moment, the 50th government is 
in power. When that government is no longer in power, 
the SIist government will come to power. You might ask 
me whether the S5lst government its on its way. or it 1s 
waiting at the station, or where it 1s. If you ask me, I 
would say it is still waiting at the station. In other words, 
it may start to move after 18 Febrvary. On the other 
hand, it may not. I do not know. No nitter how the two 
social democratic parties merge, a new government ts 
inevitable in Turkey. Generally, coalitions last from 15 
to 20 months. I am saying this as an expert. Coalitions 
get old in 15 to 20 months, and the necessity arises for a 
new government. Almost all the sides are talking of the 
need for a new government. 
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On the steps to be taken from now on, Demirel said: 
Naturally, first, the present government says it is 
resigning. Then, the president holds consultations and 
reaches a conclusion as to who can establish a new 
government. After that, he tells that person to establish a 
government. 


Demirel stressed that if there is a single party majority, 
the president appoints the leader of that party to estab- 
lish a government. However, he added, the president ts 
not obliged to do that, I must tell you. Yet, the president 
does that because otherwise, the other governments 
cannot get a vote of confidence. 


The president pointed out that it is the mght of the 
majority party to establish a government. He added: We 
will have a coalition again. That is the way things look. 
What parties will establish the coalition? That depends 
on the conditions that will be created in the wake of 18 
February. In politics, one week is a long time. 


A reporter recalled that given the present parliamentary 
arithmetic, a coalition seems impossible without the 
True Path Party [TPP]. Demirel said: That is another 
issue. On its own, the TPP cannot set up a government. 


The president pointed out that having the largest 
number of deputies is not a sufficient reason for that 
party to set up a government. He added: Others can 
come and say that they are able to establish a govern- 
ment with a total vote of at least 226. 


Replying to another question, Demirel said that five 
parties have entered parliament as a result of the last 
elections, whereas there were 13 parties in parliament 
when he was president [as heard]. He said: Turkish 
politics have been interfered with; however, Turkish 
politics will stabilize. We need two more elections to 
regain stability. Actually, Turkey is not unstable today. 
Rules work, the institutions work, and all the officials are 
doing their duties. 


Assessing his visit to India, Demirel said that he has 
received good impressions. He pointed out that both 
sides have the will to further develop bilateral relations. 
He said that certain negative developments that had 
occurred in the past, especially in connection with the 
issues of Kashmir and Cyprus, have lost their effect 
within the framework of the changing world conditions. 
He added that today the doors of dialogue must be held 
open and that every issue must be discussed openly. 
Demire! said that India considers Turkey a door that 
opens to Europe and the other countries and itself a door 
that opens to the Far East. The 21st century will be the 
Asian century, he said. [passage omitted] 


Cetin Candidacy for Leadership of Merged Parties 
7A0202130095 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 2 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Hikmet Cetin made the expected 
declaration in parliament today. The Social Democratic 
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Populist Party [SDPP] Gaziantep deputy announced 
that he will be a candidate for leadership at the merger 
congress of the leftist parties on 18 February. 


Cetin held a news conference in parliament today 
together with SDPP Secretary General Mustafa Timisi 
and Adnan Keskin, Republican People’s Party [RPP] 
secretary general. Cetin pointed out that there is a very 
strong demand for the merger of the two leftist parties. 
For this, he said, I expect the support of every sector and 
of the public. 


Cetin said: I believe in this with all my heart. It is 
because I believe in it that I could not refuse this 
responsible and honorable duty under these difficult 
conditions. If the congress delegates elect me as leader on 
18 February, I will be ready to serve with all my might. 
I will fulfill my duty and exercise my authority in order 
to enhance the social democratic and democratic inte- 
gration and tc serve peace, success, democracy, com- 
munal happiness, constant renewal, and modern solu- 
tions. 


Turkish-U.S. Lelegation Calls For End to 
Fighting 

TAO0102155595 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 1522 
GMT I Feb 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Feb | (A.A)}—Turkey 
and the United States have told Jalal Talabani, leader of 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) and Masud 
Barzani, leader of Kurdistan Democratic Party (KDP), 
to stop fighting in northern Iraq. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Ferhat Ataman said a joint 
Turkish- U.S. delegation met rival leaders Talabani and 
Barzani separately last week and urged them to stop the 
factional fighting immediately. That could jeopardize 
relief efforts and the air exclusion zone. 


“The leaders were told that international relief efforts 
could be seriously hurt if clashes continued. They were 
also told the fighting can cause questions to arise on the 
existence of Operation Provide Comfort,” he said. 


Ataman said the team had impressed on Talabani and 
Barzani that their conflict would benefit no side except 
Turkey's separatist Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) and 
that this outcome was not to be tolerated. 


The problem should be solved inside northern Iraq and 
with due consideration of Iraq's territorial integrity, they 
were told. 


Ataman said the fighting which broke out on December 
13 between PUK and KDP forces continued although on 
a lesser scale. 


“Continuing local clashes have been reported for the last 
few days. No agreement is in sight but we also detect 
some efforts among the sides for an accord,” he added. 
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He said Turkey could mediate between Barzan: and 
Talabani but not before fighting died down. 


‘New Era’ in Turkey's Defense Viewed 
NC0102132895 Istanbul CUMHURIVET in Turkish 28 
Jan 95 p 9 


[Report by Lale Sariibrahimoglu: “New Era in Defense™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—Turkey has been forced 
by the instability in the region to buy more arms. 
Meanwhile, considering the inclination of Germany and 
the United States to end their military aid, it has begun 
to prepare to become self-sufficient in military materiel. 
Diplomatic and military sources have said that Turkey 
will henceforth “buy its arms for cash.” It has been 
reported that the Turkish General Staff has drawn up 
plans to cope with the preparations the United States is 
making, following Germany, to end its military credits to 
Turkey in due course of time. It will be recalled that the 
United States has already reduced its military aid 
because of the human rights violations in our country. 


Germany's Aid Has Ended 


Germany disclosed two days ago that it had ended the 
aid it extended to Turkey under a decision it adopted 
two years ago. Germany's aid totaled 1.5 billion German 
marks. Bonn disclosed earlier that it will end its aid to 
Turkey, Greece, and Portugal in accordance with the 
decision it adopted in 1992. However, German diplo- 
matic sources say that Germany will supply armored 
personnel carriers, inflatable boats, and a vessel for 
supplying equipment to naval ships, regardless of its 
decision to end its military aid. 


Joint Projects 


Although Germany has stopped the transfer of its mui- 
tary aid to Turkey, the two countries will maintain their 
joint projects, such as the construction of “MEKO” 
frigates. It has been reported that Germany will hence- 
forth concentrate on the training of Turkish military 
personnel. 


In a statement to CUMHURIYET, German diplomatic 
sources have said that their country has decided to end 
its military aid to Turkey because military spending has 
been reduced around the world after the Cold War 
ended. They said: “An era of equal partnership will begin 
between Turkey and Germany.” 


The United States has accused Turkey of human rights 
violations and decided to significantly reduce its military 
aid over the past few years. Diplomatic circles have 
described the claims of human rights violations the 
United States made when it moved to reduce tts low- 
interest credits to Turkey as “the cherry on a cake.” 
Arguing that the United States is preparing to end its 
military aid in the next few years, the same circles said: 
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“We will have to be self- sufficient in the future. That 
means that we will buy our arms on the basis of cash 
payments.” 


NATO Standards 


It has been reported that Turkey will find it difficult to 
buy arms from foreign countries because its weapons 
systems are mostly compatible with U.S. and NATO 
standards. Meanwhile, it will be recalled that from time 
to time in the past Germany imposed arms embargoes on 
Turkey after accusing it of using the arms it received in 
the struggle against the Workers Party of Kurdistan’s 
terrorist activities. Furthermore, the United States often 
limited or delayed arms sales to Turkey as a result of 
Congressional pressure on the U.S. Administration. All 
that forced Ankara to try to find new sources to buy its 
arms from, including Russia and Pakistan. However, it 
only acquired BTR armored personnel carrners and 
bombs from them. They were primarily for use in the 
struggle in southeastern Turkey. 


Energy Minister on Advantages of Pipeline 
Project 

7TA0102193895 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 1 Feb 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Veysel Atasoy, minister of 
energy and natural resources, held a news conference 
today in which he said that in order to implement the 
project whereby Caspian oil will reach the Mediterra- 
nean through Turkey, those countries through which the 
pipeline will pass must first reach an agreement among 
themselves. He pointed out that the first step will be 
taken at the Azerbaijani Oil Consortium meetings to be 
held in Britain in a few weeks. 


At his news conference in Ankara, Atasoy said he will 
have the opportunity to hold bilateral contacts with the 
officials of those countries through which the pipeline 
will pass. He stressed that Turkey is ready to make every 
effort to finance this project. 


[Begin Atasoy recording] This pipeline will bring to our 
country a revenue figure equal to one-third of Turkey's 
imports. In other words, the transportation of the oil will 
be easy. Second, we are partners in the oil production in 
Azerbaijan. Consequently, our share of the oil from 
Azerbayan will be carried through the pipeline, and this 
is an advantage for us. Another factor is that. with the 
current reserves, Turkey may be able to cover a little 
more than one-third of its needs; however, Turkey will 
continue to be an oil-consuming and oil-importing 
country. The advantages of a pipeline through which we 
can import this relatively cheap resource and transport it 
directly to our refineries are obvious. [end recording] 


Atasoy stressed that Turkey will cooperate with Russia 
and will not compete with it while implementing this 
project and determining the route. 
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The minister also recalled that the oil drilled from the 
Tengiz region in Kazakhstan will be brought to Turkey 
via Baku. He said: Whether the stop after Baku will be 
Georgia or Armenia depends on the peace between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia. The route must be determined 
by considering political, security, and economic factors. 
The most important point, however, is for the oil to 
reach Turkey as quickly as possible. 


Turkes Mediating for Armenia 


NC0102212595 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 30 Jan 95 p AS 


[Report by Ugur Akinci] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Washington—Nationalist 
Movement Party (MHP) Chairman Alpasian Turkes is 
ready and willing to act as a mediator on behalf of the 
Republic of Armenia in the Caspian-Ceyhan oil pipeline 
deal, according to 2 reliable source in Washington. 


The route via which Kazakh-Tenghiz and Azeri-Caspian 
oil will be carried to European markets has been a source 
of contention between Russia and Turkey for a while. 


The Russians want to carry the oil to their Black Sea port 
of Novorossiysk and then export it by tanker through the 
Turkish straits. Turkey objects to the Russians project 
for fear that it will eventually lead to an environmental 
catastrophe, endangering the millions living in Istanbul. 
With the support reportedly given to the Armenians by 
Turkes—an ultranationalist who also has very close ties 
with deposed former Azeri President Abulfaz Elchibey— 
the-Baku-Groznyy-Turkey route through Armenia 
received an important boost, according to the TDN 
[TURKISH DAILY NEWS] source. 


The latter explained that the reason the Armenians chose 
Turkes as their mediator, from all the political brokers in 
Turkey, was due to the unique role the MHP leader 
played a few years ago when Armenia faced starvation. 


“Back then, the Turkish government decided to send 
100,000 tons of wheat flour to Yerevan. But the trains 
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carrying the flour were stopped in Erzurum (an ultrana- 
tionalist MHP stronghold). It was only after Turkes gave 
his direct orders to let the trains go that the MHP 
militants allowed the flour to reach Yerevan,” the source 
sud. “(Armenian President Levon) Ter-Petrosian did 
not forget the favor, that’s why they can trust Turkes 
now,” the source said. 


The proposed pipeline, one of the many suggested, will 
start in Baku, then go south to the Armenian border, 
cross Armenian territory to Nakhichevan, after which it 
will connect to Ceyhan on the Mediterranean coast by 
way of the Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline. “Since a monitoring 
system with TV cameras positioned along the route 1s in 
place for the Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline, there would be 
savings related to security expenses as well,” the source 
said. Some observers think that such a route would 
present a very strong inceptive for Armenia and Azerba- 
yan to reach a lasting settlement over Nagorno- Kara- 
bakh. 


Turkes’ adamant oppos.tion to Iran as a possible host to 
the Azeri-Turkey pipeline seems to have caused him to 
consider playing a mediatory role on behalf of the 
Armenians. Such a stance coincides perfectly with the 
United States’ anti-Iran position. Iran 1s said to support 
Russia in its attack against Chechnya. Thus a possible 
Chechen-Azen alliance is expected to confront Russia 
and Iran over the determination of the final route of the 
pipeline. 

But, in the aftermath of Chechen Foreign Minister 
Shamseddin Yusef's Washington visit, yet another route 
appeared on the scene, in possible competition with the 
Azeri-Armenian route—the Azeri- Chechen-Georgia 
line. The TDN source said that Azeri o1! could easily be 
carried to Groznyy, which is ready a hub of the Russian 
oil industry with refinenes, an existing pipeline network 
and even a “petroleum university.” Through the existing 
pipeline between Tbilis: and Batumi, the ol could be 
carried to the Turkish port of Trabzon on the Black sea, 
after which it could go south and be connected to the 
Turkish section of the Kirkuk-Ceyhan pipeline. all the 
way to the Mediterranean. 
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